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The meeting started at 2:05 PM EDT. 

 There was a general discussion of AFF being down, and concern about the extent and nature of 
the Bureau’s notification to data users.  

 The Gustafson Award is still open for nominations.  The deadline is the end of September. 

 CLMSO staff members were in a briefing on the upcoming release of income and poverty 
estimates and joined the meeting late, at about 2:20. 

Annual Meeting [initial discussion among Steering Committee] 

 Bob - The agenda for the October meetings were distributed this morning.  Are there any 
concerns? 

 Dan – although it does not include some of the things that we had discussed, there are no 
surprises; it is what we expected based on earlier feedback from CLMSO. 

 Steering Committee members from the West noted the 5:00 pm Thursday ending time, and 
expressed doubt that they could get flights back home on Thursday evening.   
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Conversation with John Thompson 

 Bob and CIC Chair Momi have a call scheduled on Friday, Sept. 13th with the Census Bureau’s 
new Director, John Thompson.  Bob will underscore the work that is being done by the SDC 
network with no direct funding from the Bureau and the importance of the Bureau supporting the 
network to maintain this work. Bob intends to brief him on the SDC program, our data 
dissemination statistics, annual report, reduced budget and support issues, and diminished 
training opportunities. Will suggest expanding embargo access for SDCs. 

 In response to Bob’s question about whether there was anything else that he should bring up in 
the conversation, Charles brought up training partnerships and coordination, such as having the 
SDCs facilitate and promote the Bureau’s outreach and training in their own states. Mary said to 
remind him of the work that we did in preparation for the 2010 Census. 

 [CLMSO staff joined the meeting during this topic] 

 Amy wondered if he has had some sort of debriefing on the SDC program.  Tom didn’t know 
whether he had, but he speculated that since he was at the Bureau when the SDC program 
started, he probably knows about it.  

 Bob suggested that the Director could review last year’s annual SDC report to provide a good 
overview and prompt questions. 

SDC Steering Committee Elections 

 Allen Barnes and Bob Coats were re-elected, Todd Graham, MN, was newly elected. 

Discussion of Communication; Information for New SDC Network Members 

 Mary suggests adding information to the welcome packet about the PIO subscription lists. 

 Kendall says that all of the leads have been added to the media list. 

 A comment relayed by Bob from Todd that “people new to the program have no idea what the 
expectations and tasks are” inspires a suggestion for a presentation.  Tom says that they have 
been working on such a presentation; perhaps a webinar that would be co-hosted by CLMSO and 
a Steering Committee member. 

 Dan recommends recording a SDC boot camp to go along with welcome packet for new 
members.  Boot camps can be video recorded, in separate segments by topic so that network 
members could access a particular topic as needed. 

Annual Meeting 

 An administrative letter/info for the October SDC meeting will be sent to the SDC Steering 
Committee tomorrow [9/12]. 

 The October agenda is set and was sent to us today by Janice. 

 The difficulty in getting flights to the West after the end of the meeting Thursday was raised; 
Steering Committee members from the West were wondering if they would need to leave the 
meeting early.  Kendall affirmed that “we will do whatever it takes to allow you to attend the full 
meeting.” 
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General Topics 

 Allen was wondering about the status of reinvigorating the BIDC program.  That had been a 
priority of Eli Serrano, who has since retired.  Dan mentioned the role that the program could play 
due to its relevance to the focus of economic development initiatives in states.  Kendall brought 
up the harsh reality of the current budget situation. 

 Kendall said that a reporter from the Tulsa World had inquired about the situation in OK [the State 
Data Center at the Oklahoma Department of Commerce no longer exists and the state funding to 
support the Center is also withdrawn].  Melanie Poulter said that she had also spoken to the 
reporter about that topic. 

 Janice mentioned the regular census segment on C-Span and that on Friday, 9/20, David 
Johnson will be featured speaking about health statistics. 

CIC Report, Melanie Poulter 

 CIC Elections: Momi Fernandez and Bruce Wade were reelected, and Mark Holman, Sitting Bull 
College, was newly elected. 

 Howard Shih will conduct an ‘Intro to GIS’ webinar on 9/25 at 2:00pm.  The SDC network will be 
invited. 

 They will be naming a “top performing CIC.” 

 They heard from Tim Olson, the Bureau’s new Respondent Advocate, on their August conference 
call. 

 Their most active committee is currently Communications; they want to update their web page to 
make it more useful and increase participation. 

The meeting ended at 3:05 PM EDT. 


