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State Data Center Steering Committee 
Conference Call Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 8, 2009 
 
 

The conference call meeting commenced at 2:00 pm Eastern Daylight Saving Time on Tuesday 
September 8th.  All Steering Committee members were in attendance, with the exception of Annette 
Watters, Julie Hoang, and Chip Sawyer.  The Customer Liaison and Marketing Services Office (CLMSO) 
was represented by Frank Ambrose and Nelson Colon. Also joining the call from the Census Bureau was:  
Nancy Torrieri (ACSO), Vince Osier (GEO), and April Avnayim (GEO). 
 
Agenda: 

• SDC Steering Committee Elections 
• Rural Statistical Area (RSA) Project Update 
• Annual Training Conference 

o Boot Camp 
o Partnering Activities 
o Rapid Response Data 
o GEO and Redistricting Updates 
o 2010 Planning Database 
o PSA Release Schedule and Availability 
o Discussion of 2010 Census Evaluation Plan 

• Websites 
o SDC / BIDC Clearinghouse 
o SDC / BIDC at Census 

• CLMSO Updates 
• Other Items 

 
 
Discussion: 

• SDC Steering Committee Elections 
o Barbara Ronningen reported that to date there were 35 states that had voted.  A 

reminder email went out last week to all SDC leads and she will send another one out 
shortly targeted to those who have not yet voted.  Elections are open through 5pm CDT 
Friday, September 11, 2009. 
 

• Rural Statistical Area (RSA) Project Update 
o Nancy Torrieri informed the steering committee that to date only 15 of 23 states have 

submitted their reports summarizing their review of the second year data.  Since this is 
a joint program, states are encouraged to do their part and give timely feedback to the 
Bureau.  The steering committee or CLMSO will re-contact states that have not yet 
completed this deliverable and remind them of the missed deadline (July 2nd).  
Delineation of areas for the third round is due to the Bureau by the end of this month 
(September). 

 
o Vince Osier discussed the process for creating a new geographic summary level.  In 

response to the network’s August 19, 2009 letter to the Director in support of the rural 
statistical areas as a new ACS geographic summary level, a response letter from the 
Bureau will be forthcoming that will also delineate the process. 
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• Annual Training Conference 

o The majority of this call was dedicated to refining the agenda for the October annual 
training conference.  This meeting is scheduled for October 14th – 16th, with travel on 
October 13th and the afternoon of October 16th.  The focus of the meeting will be the 
2010 Census and the American Community Survey, with time allocated for interaction 
and exchange between and among the network and the Bureau. 
 

o Boot Camp 
 CLMSO staff and the steering committee will be holding a training session for 

new leads at the Bureau on the afternoon of Tuesday, October 13th.  The 
steering committee members reviewed the agenda and discussed expectations 
for the sessions. 
 

o Partnering Activities 
 A lunch session with your respective Regional Office staff is scheduled for 

Wednesday.  To enhance the value of this session and to enable attendees to 
have some insight into partnership activities in other regions, the steering 
committee is working on developing a set of questions that will be responded 
to by Regional staff prior to the meeting.  These responses will be distributed 
to attendees prior to the lunch session. 
 

o Rapid Response Data 
 During the training conference, the steering committee requested that Bureau 

staff be on hand to address the availability of rapid response data and the 
geographic level that these data will be accessible at. 
 

o GEO and Redistricting Updates 
 Since there is no presentation currently scheduled for Geography and 

Redistricting, the steering committee requested that a handout be included in 
the packets with any pertinent information. 
 

o 2010 Planning Database 
 The steering committee requested that the agenda accommodate discussion of 

the new 2010 enhanced planning database that is scheduled to be available this 
fall. 
 

o PSA Release Schedule and Availability 
 Discussion centered on obtaining the PSA release schedule and the steering 

committee requested that Census Bureau staff be on hand to address this topic 
at the training conference. 

 
o Discussion of 2010 Census Evaluation Plan 

 The committee discussed that the 2010 Census evaluation plan may not go 
below the state level.  The committee expressed an interest in having Census 
Bureau staff available to address this topic at the training conference. 

 
• Websites 

o SDC / BIDC Clearinghouse 
 Discussion centered on whether to post and archive letters and responses that 

are written by the steering committee on behalf of the network to the SDC / 
BIDC Clearinghouse.  The steering committee will further discuss with CLMSO 
before determining a final policy. 
 

o SDC / BIDC at Census 
 The new SDC / BIDC site at the Census Bureau is set to go live the week of 

September 21st, with a formal announcement at the training conference.  
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CLMSO has contacted leads and requested that they submit updated contact 
information for themselves and their coordinating agencies, prior to going live. 
 

 
• CLMSO Updates 

o New Census Bureau Personnel: 
 Samantha O'Neil, PIO, who will be coordinating the 2010 Census Road Tour. 

 
• Other Items 

o The steering committee determined the meeting dates for their February and June 
2010 meetings at Census Bureau headquarters.  These dates will overlap with the 
FSCPE (Federal-State Cooperative for Population Estimates).  The dates for the SDC 
steering committee are:  February 10th-12th and June 9th-11th. 

 
• Adjourn 

o The steering committee conference call adjourned at about 3:10 pm. 
 
 


