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2009 SDC Annual Training Conference (October 14-16, 2009) 
Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

All presentation PowerPoint's and handouts are located on the State Data Center website at 
http://www.census.gov/sdc/09octmtg.html 

Welcome and Introductions (Barbara Harris) and Safety and Emergency Procedures (George 
Barnett) 

Remarks and 2010 Census Update from the Associate Director of Field Operations (Marilia Matos) 

Marilia Matos gave an update on the various activities of the 2010 Census.  Listed below are the 
highlights. 

• The Census Bureau is on a continuing resolution, but has asked for an anomaly as they did last 
year.  The anomaly would allow the Census Bureau to spend at this year’s spending level, which 
is needed for 2010 activities. 

• There are 151 Local Census offices open at this time and another 344 to open later this year. 
• Address Canvassing, the first Field Operation has been completed and deemed a success.  It is 

the first time an operation like this was conducted nationwide.  Stats: 1.2 million people recruited, 
130,000 hired and 145 million addresses were verified.  The final number of addresses from the 
operation: 134 million. 

• Group Quarters (GQ) validation, the second Field Operation is underway.  This operation will run 
September 28 – October 23, 2009. 

• Alaska will have the first enumeration for 2010 Census– remote enumeration will start in January 
2010. 

• The Census Bureau will continue to update the Master Address File (MAF) from new construction 
activity, Group Quarter (GQ) validation, and an updated list from the U.S. Postal Service.  This 
final update will begin in January 2010.  

• Census Bureau is recruiting 2 million people to add 700,000 jobs for Non-Response Follow-Up 
(NRFU) 

• There are two data capture census centers open now that are run by Lockheed Martin: 
Jeffersonville, Indiana and Baltimore, Maryland.  A third will open in Phoenix, Arizona. 

http://www.census.gov/sdc/09octmtg.html
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• The Census Bureau states that The 2010 Census is on track and is asking for public participation.  
The Census Bureau’s goal is to have partnerships with as many groups as possible. 

• At this time, there are 2,000 partnership specialists and 90,000 partnership agreements have 
been signed.  

• There will be paid advertising for The 2010 Census.  Ads are currently being worked on. 
• The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act has allowed for more 2010 Census funding. 
• Timeline for questionnaires and enumeration: Households will first receive an advance letter and 

then questionnaires will go out March 15, 2010.  A follow-up post card will be sent and then a 
replacement questionnaire.   

• Overall, 99% of housing units will get the Census questionnaire by either mailout/mailback or 
update/leave (hand delivered to the housing unit).  The remaining 1% will be update/enumerate 
where the questionnaire will be delivered and enumerated at the same time. 

•  There will be GQ enumeration and transitory locations enumeration.  College dormitories will be 
the first of the GQs to enumerate.  The reason for this is because students often leave these 
locations in the first part of May.  Students will receive a simplified questionnaire between March 
– May 2010. 

• Be Counted forms will be available and there will be Questionnaire Assistance Centers (QACs). 
• May – July 2010 will be NRFU.  After that operation, there will be a verify and delete check 

procedure and coverage follow-up via phone. 
• A question was asked about Vitter-Bennett amendment.  The Census Bureau has talking points 

available on this issue.  The Vitter-Bennett amendment entails wanting to place a question on the 
2010 Census form that asks about a person’s citizenship status.  

• Questions were raised about what the Census Bureau is doing in consideration of the growing 
homeless population due to the economic recession.  Concern was also raised about 
enumerating college students before they leave campus in May.  Other issues of concern 
included the potential for double-counting people with more than one home, i.e. seasonal 
residents or “snow-birds.”  There are operations in place that check for duplicates.  In addition, 
there is a concern regarding seasonal residents that do not complete a form and are counted by a 
census enumerator who asks questions of their neighbors. 

• Another 2010 Census concern: People are not prepared for the disappearance of the long-form.  
What outreach is there for understanding the transition from the long-form questionnaire to the 
American Community Survey (ACS)? 

• A request was made about having a photo of the postage paid envelope as part of the 
marketing/advertising campaign, because some people may think they have to pay for the 
questionnaire to be mailed. 

Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) Appeals Process (Phil Fulton – Consultant to OMB 
and Census Bureau) 

• A PowerPoint Presentation is available for this session. 
• In the User Guide, there is a chapter on “How to File an Appeal.”  The User Guides are available 

online at:  http://www.census.gov/geo/www/luca2010/luca.html. 
• LUCA participants that are eligible to file an appeal are those that chose Option 1 or Option 2.  A 

local government cannot appeal if they never responded to the original LUCA review materials. 
• The format for submitting appeals depends on the original format that participants chose for 

LUCA, i.e. computer-readable or paper. 
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• Participants that file an appeal must supply supporting documentation in hard-copy only.  
Supporting documentation includes evidence of the existence and location of each appealed 
address.  This may include valid tax records or a letter from the city clerk or some local official 
stating that they physically went out and found that address.  Sending pictures of town clerks at 
the housing unit and pointing at the house number is another way to provide supporting 
documentation.  Keep in mind that the evidence must be recent, such as current tax records, not 
records from ten years ago. 

• The deadline for filing an appeal is 30 days after the LUCA participant has received their 
feedback materials.  The Census Bureau will know the 30 day time frame because materials are 
sent via FedEx.  When the initial materials are delivered and signed for, the clock starts and the 
moment in which FedEx picks up the appeal submission is when the clock stops.  This enables 
the Census Bureau to have a record of the 30 days.  There will be NO exceptions in the time-
frame for submitting appeals; it is 30 days for everyone. 

• If LUCA participants make a good case for the appeal, the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB)  will tend to err on the side of local governments.  They most likely will not quibble over a 
good faith effort. 

• The LUCA appeals staff has its own toll-free phone number, but it is for appeals questions and 
information only.  For technical questions such as issues with the computer file, participants need 
to contact the LUCA help desk. 

• A question was raised about geo-coding issues.  Some LUCA participants had trouble with geo-
coding addresses and may have done them incorrectly during their review, and showed up wrong 
on the address list.  For example, a house may have been geocoded in the wrong block.  Would 
this mistake have been picked up and corrected by the Address Canvasser?  Yes, it should have 
been corrected during Address Canvassing. 

• There should be a prepaid FedEx billable stamp included in the appeals feedback package.   
• What are the expectations for the number of LUCA appeals in comparison to 2000?  Nationwide, 

there was a lower number of LUCA participation in 2010 compared to 2000.  In 2000, there were 
18,000 participants, for 2010 there were 11,500.  But, for 2010, 70% of participants provided 
submission changes compared to 40% in 2000.  In 2000, there were 1,400 LUCA appeals. 

• A question was asked if there was going to be overlap between the LUCA review and the Count 
Review Program (CRP) that is being undertaken by states in the Federal-State Cooperative for 
Population Estimates (FSCPE).  Will LUCA information be forwarded to CRP?  Answer: Don’t 
know. 

2010 Census Field and Partnership Update (Gail Leithauser and Tim Olson) 

Gail Leithauer and Tim Olson provided an update on 2010 Census Field operations as well as a 
Partnership update.  A PowerPoint presentation is available for this session. 

• Major census operations: Address list development, GQ enumeration, and household 
enumeration and coverage. 

• The NRFU for the household enumeration and coverage will be the biggest operation for Census 
2010. 

• GQ validation is currently underway and it is a short operation (Sept. 28 – Oct. 23, 2009); 92% of 
the work is done in the field.   
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• Update/Leave – 8 million less housing units fall into this category in comparison to 2000.  This is 
due to 911 conversions for housing unit addresses.  Many areas affected by Hurricane Katrina 
will be update/leave. 

• Service-Based Enumeration (SBE), which includes counting people who are experiencing 
homelessness, will occur over a three-day period. 

• GQ enumeration will include parking lots where people are living in their cars.   
• The GQ enumeration for military barracks will be conducted by the military.  Base personnel will 

hand out the questionnaires to those living in the military barracks and the Census Bureau 
arranges to pick up the forms.  This GQ enumeration does not include housing unit enumeration 
on the military installation.   

• Update/Enumerate will occur on all tribal reservations and in resort areas with high 
concentrations of seasonally vacant living quarters. 

• Enumeration at transitory locations: respondents are first asked if they have a home elsewhere.  
If not, there are enumerated at that location.  The workload for transitory locations enumeration 
might be higher than originally expected due to the economic recession. 

• Advancements for the 2010 Census: Able to capture full names for person 1 on questionnaire, in 
2000, it was only surnames.  The Census Bureau will be able to continually update the list of 
mail returns, which will help minimize the workload for NRFU.  There will be two types of 
replacement mail strategies.  The first is a blanket mailing to census tracts with the lowest 
response rates.  Everyone in these areas will receive another questionnaire, even if they sent it 
back.  The other strategy is target mailing – only mail to areas that have not returned 
questionnaire. 

• NRFU will be done via paper format, not hand-held computers.  
• NRFU vacant/delete check will occur about two weeks after NRFU is completed.  These 

potentially vacant houses were flagged during the NRFU. 
• The first enumeration that will occur for Census 2010 is Remote Alaska Enumeration.  

Numerically, this operation is small, but the logistics are big, enumeration needs to occur before 
the spring thaw.     

• Migrant worker camps are under GQ enumeration. 
• Census Bureau will collect the completed questionnaires from the college dormitories.   
• There will not be a NRFU on GQ enumeration.   
• A question was raised regarding GQ geography.  In 2000, the geography for the locations of GQs 

was correct before enumeration, but after enumeration the geography changed.  Will there be 
some sort of post-enumeration geography check?  GQ validation is an improvement over 
Census 2000.  In Census 2000, the follow-up geography was done over phone.  Now, census 
workers are going out and identifying each GQ building, not just the administrative building. 

• University apartments are considered GQs. 
• Another question: if an address is updated, but not in Address Canvassing, and has a GPS 

coordinate for future censuses, will those addresses have priority for GPS points? 
• The major efforts undertaken for the Partnership program have been the formation of Complete 

Count Committees (CCCs) and the Partnership Support Program.  To date, 6,000 CCCs have 
been created. 

• Be Counted sites will be listed on the Census Bureau’s 2010 website.  Information will be 
provided about where they are and hours of operation. 
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• A question was asked regarding Partnership Assistants.  Stimulus money was used to hire 
Partnership Assistants, but who do they assist and what is their role?  They assist the 
Partnership Specialists. 

• SDCs also inquired about getting a list of all the CCCs in their state.  The availability of these lists 
seems sporadic and inconsistent across regions.   

Lunch with Regional Offices 

• The purpose of the lunch meetings was to discuss and foster ways the SDCs and the Regions 
could enhance their working relationship.   

• A discussion document was provided that summarized responses received to interaction and 
communications questions posed by the SDC steering committee to the Regional offices.   

Participating in Studies at the Census Bureau (Jennifer Romano) 

• A handout describing the various studies was provided to the SDCs. The Census Bureau needs 
users to evaluate the various websites.  The SDCs were asked if they wanted to participate in any 
of the studies.  

• A usability study entails going to the Census Bureau’s lab, signing a consent form and then users 
are given tasks to perform and are asked to talk aloud about what they are doing.   The sessions 
run about an hour.   

• The Census Bureau observes the user and asks them about their likes and dislikes about the 
site. 

• At the end, the user completes a satisfaction questionnaire and non-federal employees receive 
$40 cash for participation.  

• If people are in the D.C. area, the Census Bureau is open to them coming to the lab for one of the 
studies, just contact the Statistical Research Division for an appointment. 

• The Census Bureau staff is also open to feedback in general, outside the studies regarding the 
usability of their websites. 

2010 Census Data Products (Louisa Miller) 

• Two handouts were available:  “2010 Census Data Products“ and “Comparison of the 2010 
Census Data Products Plan (Version 1.0) to Census 2000 Data Products.”   

• The plan for the 2010 Census data products will be posted to the 2010 Census website. 
• Draft table outlines will be available and SDCs can provide input. 
• The 2010 Census data products will be similar to the Census 2000 data products. 
• Originally, all products were only going to be available via internet, but the Census Bureau 

realized that there is still a need for some DVD and paper products.  The DVD will include user 
friendly software. 

• Urban/rural data will be available on the FTP site or American FactFinder (AFF). 
• DVDs will have new congressional districts, state legislative districts, and Public Use Microdata 

Sample (PUMS). 
• Similar to Census 2000, demographic profiles will be available in Excel format. 
• The PUMAs will be defined by the states in mid 2012. 
• The PUMS file release date is not known at this time, TBD.  Perhaps late 2012 or early 2013. 
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• The Governor and Legislative leaders will be the first to receive the Public Law 94-171 (PL) data 
in the states.  These DVDs will be one-off.  After these are received, the data will be incorporated 
into AFF.   

• A question was asked of the SDCs regarding the need for a particular table.  In 2000, table PCT5 
from Summary File 2 (SF2) was tabulated by households instead of everyone in the household. 
The Universe was household population, but the table ended up being tabulated by the 
householder.  The consensus of the SDCs was that this table is not needed.   

• There was a question about Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) data and how it will be 
tabulated.  That will be addressed during the ACS presentation. 

• As each 2010 Census data product is released, the Customer Liaison and Marketing Services 
Office (CLMSO) will be notified, so the availability of these data can be disseminated. 

Response Rate Feedback Program Updates (Eric Newburger and Tim Olson) 

• A PowerPoint presentation is available for this session.   
• Eric talked about the system that will allow users to link to a map that will display real time 

response rates.  This map tool should be available by March 22nd.  The map tool is designed to 
show areas how they are doing in responding to the Census. 

• The response rate will be available for SDCs to put on our websites. 
• Stimulus money was designated for the 2010 Census Road Tour.  Each region will have its own 

Road Tour Vehicle and there will also be one national vehicle.  These vehicles will travel 
throughout the U.S. in January – April 2010 promoting 2010 Census.  There will be live blogging 
from these vehicles. 

• The Road Tour Vehicle will promote “Take 10 Campaign”.  Ten Questions, Ten Minutes.  SDCs 
were asked to supply any events that should be covered by the Road Tour to contact their 
Regional Census Center (RCC). 

• Some questions regarding the response rate system were: 
o Minimum number of housing units for display – will release data for eight or more housing 

units. 
o Clarification of the difference between mail response rates and return rates. 

• The map will be an exportable widget that you can put on your website.  There was a suggestion 
that there be a RSS feed.  The Bureau acknowledged that they are working on this type of 
feature. 

SDCs session on state activities in support of 2010 Census. Barbara Ronningen (Minnesota SDC), 
Indiana SDC (PowerPoint), Jeff Hadland (Alaska SDC), Walter Schwarm (California SDC) 

• PowerPoint presentations are available for each state that presented.  There was also a 
PowerPoint presentation available for Indiana and a video was also shown. 

• Minnesota – Barbara Ronningen 
o Showed a slide show of pictures that depicted:  “What We Did Last Summer!” 
o Money was appropriated for Minnesota’s 2010 Census campaign.  This appropriation 

was granted because Minnesota is at risk for losing a congressional seat. 
o Minnesota has developed a good relationship with Minnesota public radio and they have 

been on the front page of every newspaper in the state. 
o Minority groups in Minnesota have formed CCCs, including Ethiopian and Somali. 
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o Minnesota has developed numerous informational materials: a video, CCC brochure, a 
“Snowbirds” fact sheet.  The fact sheets and the Minnesota video are also available in 
different languages.   

o The State participated in numerous activities and events over the summer including the 
State Fair, Farm Fest, Rondo Days, and health fairs. 

o 2010 Census promotional items for Minnesota include T-shirts, bookmarks, pins, pop-up 
banners, and fortune cookies, which is the most popular item.   

o Website, www.mn2010census.org 
• Alaska – Jeff Hadland 

o One of the biggest obstacles to counting all Alaskans in 2010 is the remote areas in the 
state. 

o The first person counted in the 2010 Census will be an Alaskan due to the remote area 
enumeration that will start in January 2010. 

o The Alaska SDC has a blog and is involved in redistricting and will also participate in the 
Alaska Native Village Census conference. 

o They have a new website: http://labor.alaska.gov/research/census 
o Things that the Alaska SDC has done to promote 2010 Census: Governor’s 

proclamation, mailings, planned toll-free assistance centers, provide legislators with 
information, request all state agencies to have a 2010 Census web site link on their sites, 
attend state wide conferences, and there are ice sculpture events planned. 

• California – Walter Schwarm 
o The State was successful in 2000, and for the 2010 Census California will use best 

practices from 2000, but without money. The state had $24 million in 2000 for census 
promotion, in 2010 only $2 million. 

o The 2000 best practices include grass-roots campaigns, paid media (but, can’t use it this 
time). 

o There is a report by California about Census 2000 best practices and successes and it is 
available on the Clearinghouse website. 

o For California, there is a risk of losing a Congressional seat. 
o For the 2010 Census, California’s target will be to focus on populations in census tracts 

with hard-to-count (HTC) scores.  Rural areas in California will probably not get much 
outreach. 

o Resources: statewide census outreach resource e-center, caseworkers trained with the 
2010 Census messages, ethnic language media (often times can be free of charge), HTC 
score maps, questionnaire assistance centers, and money from private and non-profit 
foundations to fund community based outreach. 

• Questions arose about the cost for doing census videos in Minnesota and Indiana.  Minnesota 
paid $4,500 for their video.  The Connecticut SDC mentioned that university students were doing 
a census video for no cost. 

Open-ended Session for Reporting Back on Regional Partnerships, and Reflecting on Other 
Topics of the Day 

• Is there any information about the change to the embargo access for SDCs?  This embargo 
access was recently removed due to breaches in the embargo policy.  The Steering Committee 
sent a letter to Director Groves advocating for reinstatement of embargo access to SDCs.  There 
was no new information available about this matter at this time. 

http://www.mn2010census.org/
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• A question was raised about how Federal agencies are adjusting from decennial census data to 
the American Community Survey (ACS).  Some Federal agencies like Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and Transportation have already changed funding formulas to reflect data 
from the ACS. 

Thursday, October 15, 2009 

DADS Program Status (Jeff Sisson) and Demonstration - American Fact Finder (AFF)  (Veronica 
Burton and George Huffman) 

• AFF has been reengineered and it will continue to be the main vehicle for data dissemination. 
• There are different phases for the development schedule.  The legacy system and replacement 

system will run parallel through deployment.  Deployment is schedule for October 2010 – January 
2011.   

• DADS staff gave a demo of the new system and some of the features include: 
o Start Here is a “search box” in the center of the page.  Enter search term(s) and  click 

“GO”. 
o Subject search, text search, and maps are available. 
o The Load Query option allows user to save and come back to query on site.  It is 

unknown at this time if it can be saved to another application. 
o Ability to search within the results and tables can be modified. 
o Map view where a user can display thematic maps from data in a table.  It was suggested 

that thematic maps by number or percentage be available. 
o The new functions include showing and hiding rows and columns of the table, 

transposing rows and columns, and some parts of the table can be collapsed, filtering on 
data or category values, and sorting on a given column. 

• Premise behind new AFF is to make it easier for users to find and pull the data that they desire. 
New interface should allow all types of users easier access to data through multiple navigation 
channels. 

• There is a Spanish version of the site, but only data tables for Puerto Rico are available in 
Spanish. 

• For downloading data for multiple geographies, use the Geographies button, not the Start Here 
search box. 

• The speed of drilling down on the map will be faster. 
• If two geographies are inputted into the text box of the Start Here function, results may not be 

displayed for both.  The search application tries to find a “best match.” 
• A question was raised regarding the status of an Advanced Query (AQ) type product, when and if 

it will be available again.  No firm decisions have been made. The Census Bureau needs to 
determine costs and resources.  Early next year, around March 2010 is when a decision will be 
made about AQ. 

• Another question was asked about extending the time that an AFF session is in progress.  
Federal security policy limits 60 minutes for a table to remain available before the session 
expires.  A suggestion was made that a warning appears before the session expires so that users 
can save the query. 

• The download center has pre-packaged downloads. 
• The SDCs expressed an interest in beta testing the site 
• The Census Bureau is still working on the requirements for user defined tables. 
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• Question: Can users map urban vs. rural?  Yes, can select those geographies. 
• Question: How do the search results come up when typing text in the Start Here box?  Relevance 

to search words.  In the future, it might be based on the most popular results and the most 
requested. 

• Geo within Geo will have predefined geography. 

Census Coverage Management Evaluations (CCM) (Tamara Adams) 

• A PowerPoint Presentation is available for this session.  
• CCM estimates the coverage area for people and housing units.  It does not include GQs or 

remote Alaska.  It is a survey based program and also performs demographic analysis using vital 
statistics.  But, demographic analysis cannot produce estimates for smaller demographic groups 
or lower levels of geography. 

• CCM provides an estimate of a net undercount and over count.  A CCM type of program has 
been used since 1980.  There is no intent to adjust the 2010 Census. 

• Premise: sample a population and then try to recapture them independently.  The goal is to 
provide feedback into the Census 2020 cycle. 

• CCM operations are completely independent from the 2010 Census. 
• In 2000, there were many duplicates in the census that were undetected by the CCM and the 

goal in 2010 is to correct this. 
• There are two samples for CCM capture and recapture: population sample and enumeration 

sample. 
• An independent address list is developed.  The Census Bureau’s address list is not utilized for 

CCM. 
• After the development of the address list, a personal visit is performed.  A telephone call will only 

be placed if the respondent states that they would prefer a phone call instead of a personal visit. 
• The questions in the interview focus center on the places where the respondent should have 

been counted or could have been counted. 
• The next phase involves matching up the persons rostered in from CCM to a census person list. 
• Plans for estimation domains have not been finalized.  There could be three major groupings: 

demographic/housing unit characteristic group, geographic areas, and census operation results. 
• Examples of estimation domains are included in the PowerPoint Presentation. 
• To reduce non-sampling error in CCM, it has been proposed to reduce the number of housing 

units in sample. 
• There will be evaluations and assessments of CCM for improvements in 2020.  For example, we 

are assessing whether to use GQs in CCM. 
• Timeline: Spring 2010 will be housing unit follow-up.  August-October 2010 will be personal 

interview.  Winter 2011 for person follow-up.  Spring 2011 for final housing follow-up. 

Session on Metropolitan/Micropolitan definitions, Urban/Rural definitions, and PUMA delineation 
(April Avnayim, Paul Mackun, and Chris Henrie) 

• Urban area delineation program – criteria are revised after each decennial census to define urban 
areas for statistical purposes only. 

• In 2000, there were two types of urban areas (urbanized areas and urban clusters) that were 
defined primarily through residential population density at the block and block group levels  



 

National State Data Center October 2009 Meeting Minutes   10 

 

• For 2010, want to retain comparability, but also include refinement and addition of supplemental 
information. 

• Propose urban criteria in a Federal Register notice that will be sent out in early 2010.   
• Tracts are being considered as the analysis unit during the initial core identification. 
• It is likely that most qualifying thresholds will be retained for comparability purposes.  
• The data source to be used for establishing commuting patterns is still under investigation with 

the ACS and LED as potential candidates. 
• Standards for Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas – The standards are determined by 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB).  Metropolitan statistical areas contain cores 
(urbanized areas) of population 50,000 or more, micropolitan statistical areas contain cores 
(urban clusters) of 10,000 – 50,000. 

• Combined Statistical Areas (CSAs) – based on commuting ties between areas that retain their 
individual metropolitan or micropolitan statistical status. 

• There are principal cities in each metropolitan and micropolitan statistical area. 
• Review process: CSA – important geographical unit of analysis.  Qualifications based on 

Employment Interchange Measure (EIM).  For CSAs, proposed standards would eliminate local 
opinion. 

• There have been extensive updates made during the decade for new areas that qualify for 
metropolitan and micropolitan statistical area status, as well as changes to the inventory of 
principal cities and titles for the areas.  A review committee recommended limited yearly updates 
of metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas.   

• On February 12, 2009 there was a Federal Register notice issued for comment on the 
recommendations from the Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Area Standards Review 
Committee.  http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/assets/fedreg_2009/021209_msa.pdf. Final 
standards will be released by OMB and will include OMB’s response to the Review Committee 
recommendations. 

• A Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAs) handout is available. 
• In Census 2000, there were two types of PUMAs.  For 2010, in addition to the standard PUMAs, 

there will be place-of-work PUMAs and migration PUMAs. 
• For PUMAs, the population threshold of 100,000 must be maintained throughout the decade.  

There is usually no problem with this, but Hurricane Katrina caused the PUMA threshold to 
decline in the New Orleans area, therefore, three adjacent areas had to be added to maintain 
the PUMA threshold. 

• PUMAs will be based on the aggregation of counties and census tracts only.  Incorporated places 
are not ideal for PUMA delineation. 

• The Census Bureau is working on finalizing the proposed criteria.  In 2011, SDCs will define 
PUMAs. 

• A comment was raised during the question session that Minor Civil Divisions (MCDs) are a better 
criteria to use than census tracts. 

• A question was also asked about the release of the 2008 ACS PUMS.  It may be released 
October 30 and the 3-year file will be delayed, it may be out during the first week in  December. 

There was poster session during lunch that featured information from Maryland, Minnesota, 
Missouri, and Wisconsin.   

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/assets/fedreg_2009/021209_msa.pdf
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ACS Session: General ACS updates, 2010 Population Controls, Update on ACS Residence Rules 
Research and How states are dealing with multiyear ACS data? (Susan Schechter, Alexa Kennedy-
Putkoff, Debbie Griffin, Stephanie Baumgardner, Lenny Gaines, Kevin McCullough, Jerry Diechert, 
and Scott Boggess) 

• Susan gave an update on American Community Survey (ACS) activities. 
• Two new measures, computer internet access and parental place of birth. ‘ 
• Changes to the food stamps question (due to name change of program), veterans and income. 
• Will test revisions in fall of 2010, implementation in January 2013. 
• There is also an internet mode of response being tested to stimulate response via internet. 

o The objective would be to see if the Bureau can stimulate the response rate via the 
Internet.  They would try to get someone to respond via the Internet without mailing a full 
package. 

• ACS office is looking at its mail content to make sure there is no confusion between the ACS and 
2010 Census for the period of NRFU and 2010 Census.  This is because people will be receiving 
ACS questionnaires during this time period. 

• Population controls for ACS.  A PowerPoint presentation is available for this session. 
o Population controls are provided to ACS.  Estimates for different geographies and 

demographic characteristics are produced annually. 
o ACS creates their own set of weights from these population controls. 
o Population controls by ACS release year are included in the PowerPoint slides. 
o Question: What about using sub-county population controls?   ACS is looking into it. 

• The Impact of the Current Residence Rules in ACS.  A PowerPoint presentation is available. 
o Evaluating households that responded “no” to the ACS question of whether they stayed 

at that particular housing unit year round and then inputted a value of 2-5 months for their 
length of stay.  The study was to determine “current residence only” households. 

o The residence rules for ACS are different than for the decennial census.  ACS asks 
respondent if they have lived there at least two months.  The decennial census frames 
the question as to whether it is usual residence, does the respondent live there most of 
the year? 

o Unedited data was used from 2003-2007 ACS to determine a 5-year estimate. 
o The analysis focused on counties, places, and MCDs with populations of less than 

20,000. 
o Very few of the small geographies in the study had high rates of “current residence only” 

households. 
o Tables of data for the geographies used in the case study are included in the PowerPoint 

presentation.   
o Results: The inclusion of the “current residence only” households does not significantly 

alter the distributions of the base housing and population characteristics.  Even in the 
small geographies, the different residency concepts in the ACS and decennial census do 
not generally capture different populations.  

o Report will be available at the end of the year. 
• Proposal for Pilot of SDC/FSCPE ACS Data Review – Handout and copy of a spreadsheet are 

available for this session. 
o Outline of the pilot proposal is contained in handout.  The proposal gives SDCs the 

chance to review ACS data measures that were unresolved after Census Bureau review.  
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Unresolved measures are considered cases where the differences between the current 
ACS estimate and the previous year’s estimate are unusually large or unusually small.  
These measures are sent to ACS analysts to perform various checks to see if the issues 
can be resolved.  The measures that cannot be resolved would then be forwarded to the 
SDCs and FSCPE in this pilot project. 

o ACS staff would really like to have one contact between FSCPE and SDC.  But, it has 
been difficult to determine who that one person would be.  May have to have one 
representative from FSCPE and one from SDC. 

o The review of these measures will occur after the data are released. 
o A handout of a spreadsheet was provided that listed the geographies and measures in 

question from the 2008 ACS release. 
o  The proposed deadline for submitting comments about the unresolved measures is 

November 30, 2009. 
• How are the States Dealing with multi-year ACS data? Presentations were given by New York, 

Nebraska, and Pennsylvania.  PowerPoint presentations are available for Nebraska and 
Pennsylvania. 

o Issues with the multi-year ACS estimates include population numbers that are not 
consistent with most recent population estimates.  User education is a big issue because 
the level of expertise varies among ACS data users. 

o Other concerns, overlapping time periods, and small areas may have large Margins of 
Errors (MOEs).   

o The lack of an Advanced Query system for ACS data has restricted detailed data 
requests.  In Pennsylvania, ACS multi-year PUMS are being used for these specific 
requests, but this approach is time consuming. 

o Data users are unsure how ACS data compares to Census 2000.  And, a common 
complaint for data users is the MOEs.  Users are unsure of what MOEs mean and 
therefore they tend to ignore them. 

o ACS experience has shown that if a user wants more detailed data, they should choose a 
high level of geography and if a smaller geography is desired, then the user should 
choose a more simplified table. 

o A suggestion was brought up to have the new AFF be able to switch ACS tables between 
absolute numbers and percentages. 

o The Missouri SDC has ACS profiles for all areas available on their website:  
http://mcdc1.missouri.edu/acsprofiles/acsprofilemenu.html. 

Using Economic Data to Address Local Economic Situations – SDC Panel  (Annette Watters, 
Dorothy Paugh, Jeff Hadland, Kevin Kargacin, and Len Preston).  PowerPoint Presentations are 
available. 

• Jeff Hadland - Alaska SDC,  
o The Alaska SDC is integrated into the Labor Market Information (LMI) office. 
o Common economic questions that are asked include the effect of the recession on the 

state, foreclosure information, building permits, migration effects on the economy, new 
hires, business closures, “hot jobs,” unemployment, and what are retail sales (how to 
determine this since the state does not have a sales tax). 

o People also always want local data. 
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o Common types of data used to address these questions include wage records data; 
unemployment claims data, and Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend data. 

o The Alaska SDC has special research products for local information requests.  Examples 
include older workers, gender gap, and rural-urban migration. 

o The office also uses LED data; perform housing market surveys, ACS, non-employer 
statistics, survey of business owners, U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).  All this 
data is utilized because census data does not answer every data request. 

o The Alaska SDC recommends getting to know your respective LMI shop. 
 

• Kevin Kargacin – New Mexico SDC 
o For tracking trends, determine the geographic level of interest.  Current trends are 

followed on a large geographic level such as the state and Metropolitan Statistical Areas 
(MSAs).  For states and MSAs a broad range of data are available on a monthly or 
quarterly basis.  Data are  current, consistent, and can also be available in a long time-
series.   

o Data available for state and MSAs: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), LED, LMI.  
At this level of geography can also get detailed industrial sectors.  Other areas of interest 
include real estate, tourism, and government.  

o Counties: Data availability is similar to state and MSAs. 
o New Mexico products: quarterly data for business weekly newspaper, biannual data for 

daily newspaper, newsletter, data tables and maps, and forecasting model. 
 

• Len Preston – New Jersey SDC 
o Federal/State Cooperative Programs of New Jersey SDC: U.S. Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, which includes the following data: Quarterly Census of Employment and 
Wages (QCEW), Current Employment Statistics (CES), Occupation Employment 
Statistics (OES), Industry/Occupational Employment Projections, and Local Area 
Unemployment Statistics (LAUS).  FSCPE is another federal program through this office. 

o Example of New Jersey SDC products: New Jersey’s Financial Services Workforce.   
o New Jersey SDC has GIS mapping capabilities. 
o Use LED on-the-map features, and Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI) 

 

• LED update: December 2009 a new version of on the map 2007-2008 will be available.  Will be 
able to export to GIS and import custom layers. 

Friday, October 16, 2009 

Demo of Enhanced Planning Database (Jason Machowski and Annette Davis) 

• Demonstration was given on the Enhanced Planning Database.  It is available to review at the 
following URL: http://pdb.2010.census.gov 

• Since the SDC meeting, the Census Bureau added links to the 2010 Enhanced Planning 
Database form the 2010 Census Home page http://2010.census.gov/index.php .  Visitors to the 
2010 Census Home page can access the 2010 Enhanced Planning Database by following these 
steps: 

http://pdb.2010.census.gov/
http://2010.census.gov/index.php
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o Click on Partners tab (found at the top of the page) 
o Click on Research and Tools (found on left-hand side of screen, second to last bullet); 
o Click on link to 2010 Enhanced Planning Database appearing under the heading “Tools” 

(Visitors can also access a link to the Census 2000 Planning Database from this page). 
• The demonstration showed a number of features available to users of the 2010 Enhances 

Planning database: 
o Sort and filter data; 
o Create customized tables and charts; 
o Access data at various geographies with drill up or drill down functionality; 
o Calculate new variables from existing variables; 
o Export data to Excel; and 
o Map data in tables. 

• The Hard-to-Count (HTC) score reports are available on at the block group geographic level (that 
is, users lack the option to view the scores at higher geographic levels).  HTC scores at the tract 
level are still available in the online version of the Census 2000 Planning Database (in the format 
of Excel spreadsheets). Another limitation of the HTC reports is that users lack the option to 
create block group level maps for areas of interest. 

• Users may experience slower performance times for 2006 ACS data items than Census 2000 
data. 

• SDC representatives asked when 3-year ACS would be available in the 2010 Enhanced Planning 
Database.  In addition, they reiterated their need for data now to plan for the 2010 Census.  They 
also repeated their request for the Census Bureau to provide to them data extracts of recent ACS 
data, while the Census Bureau incorporates the same data into the 2010 Enhanced Planning 
Database. 

Rural Statistical Areas (Nancy Torrieri and Mike Ratcliffe) 

• Nancy and Mike gave a review of the RSA program including the purpose of the program and 
what has happened during the first two years of the pilot. 

• At this time, there are still eight states that have not submitted their review of the second year of 
the pilot. 

• The Census Bureau has asked the states that are participating in the third year of the RSA 
program to supply them with any changes in geography.  

• Mike discussed the letter that the SDC steering committee sent to the Census Bureau on the 
RSA project especially in designating the RSA as a new geography.  The SDCs are still waiting 
for a response to this letter. 

• Mike discussed the process to designate a new geography.  This included: reviewing proposed 
concept and criteria; developing proposed criteria; internal review of proposed criteria to look for 
concerns; discussion and consideration by the Statistical Areas Committee; Federal Register for 
comments on new geography.  It generally takes 1 to 1 ½ years to get criteria completed but it will 
probably take longer for a new geography.   

• Questions that need to be addressed:  These issues will be addressed in the response letter. 
o Is the purpose of the RSA to be able to obtain 1 year ACS data for rural areas?   
o Will PUMAs fill this need?  What is the relationship between RSAs and PUMAs? 
o The RSAs were used to group rural counties so that 1 year ACS data would be available.  

The second year of the pilot included urban area breakdowns so data would be available 
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for sub-area of an urban city.  Due to this, should the name and purpose of the 
geography be looked at in more detail? 

o Should RSAs be used for other programs besides ACS? For example, Economic 
Census? 

• Discussion regarding having 3-year Rural Statistical Areas (RSAs) data for geographies with 
population thresholds of 20,000 or more.  Adding this component would create additional work 
and the original intention of the pilot program was to produce annual data for areas that do not 
receive annual ACS data. 

SDC Business Meeting (Includes Discussion of SDC involvement in Non-response Follow-ups: 
Boundary & Annexation Survey - BAS, Building Permits Survey - BPS, and New Construction) 

• The SDCs thanked the CLMSO for all the work and support that they have given the network over 
the past year in addition to the time and effort that goes into preparing for the annual training 
conference. 

• A summary of the items that the SDC Steering Committee has accomplished over the last year 
was mentioned. 

o Submitted several letters to the Census Bureau regarding particular issues.  The letters 
are posted on the SDC clearinghouse website, http://sdcclearinghouse.wordpress.com/   
The range of subjects addressed include Field Division, Geography, and building permits. 

o There was a strategic planning session. 
o Other issues the Steering Committee has worked on in the last year:  

 Building SDC relationships with Regional offices. 
 Advocating for restoring or replacing Advanced Query. 
 Submitting a proposal for making RSAs a permanent data product 
 Preparing a proposal to review unresolved ACS data. 
 Promoting the release of the Enhanced Planning Database 
 Advocating for the Census Bureau to be timelier with their communications. 
 Working to have the embargo access to data restored by the Census Bureau.  A 

recent letter has been sent to Director Groves and the Steering Committee is 
waiting for a response. 

• SDCs were asked if they would be able to attend the mid-year meeting in Dallas in April 2010.  
Most SDCs will not be able to attend this meeting due to budget issues.  It was suggested that 
webinars take the place of the mid-year meeting.  Last spring the mid-year meeting was 
cancelled and a couple of webinars were given. 

• No decision was made to cancel the meeting at this time.  The steering committee and CLMSO 
will continue to plan for the mid-year meeting. 

• Suggestions were made to have a webinar that focused on Census in Schools and a DADS (Data 
Access and Dissemination System) update webinar. 

• Other suggestions included closed captioning for webinars and recording capabilities. 
• The downside of having webinars instead of attending the mid-year meeting is that there are 

benefits from meeting with other SDCs in person. 
• A question was posed to the SDCs regarding the way in which they accomplish NRFU for 

programs like BAS (Boundary Annexation Survey), BP (Building Permit), and new construction.  
Some states have a GIS office that can help and some SDCs ask their affiliates to help with the 
follow-up. 

http://sdcclearinghouse.wordpress.com/
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• The SDC Clearinghouse has a new website look with features such as a blog, information 
sharing, steering committee information, tags, and links within the text. 

• The Steering Committee developed a new member document, which is a great source for 
information; it has website links contained within the document.  As well as giving this information 
to new SDC members, it has also been shared with affiliates. 

• The SDC page on the Census Bureau’s website also has a new look to it. 

Other items distributed during the SDC meeting: 

• Geographic Programs Update handout. 
• Redistricting Data Program Update for State Data Centers handout. 
• 2009 Program Guide for State Data Center and Business and Industry Data Centers. 
• ACS Compass Products. 
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