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Participants: 

Steering Committee: Customer Liaison and Marketing Services Office: 

Amy Bittner Frank Ambrose 
Pam Schenker Nelson Colón 
Lenny Gaines  
Jane Traynham  
Chip Sawyer  
Julie Hoang  
Dan Veroff  
 

Correspondence: 
 
Letters were drafted regarding concerns the Steering Committee has with the Enhanced Planning Data 
Base and the Census Response Rate System.  There was discussion about edits to the letters and to 
whom they should be addressed.  It was determined that the letters should be sent to Arnold Jackson and 
Director Groves as well as being copied to individuals that are named directly in the letter and the 
Customer Liaison and Marketing Services Office (CLMSO).  One concern with the Census Response 
Rate System is that the response rates should be overlaid with Hard-to-Count areas. 
 
In regards to the Rural Statistical Areas (RSAs) correspondence, what are the next steps to responding to 
the Census Bureau’s letter?  It was suggested that the Steering Committee look at the questions 
presented in the letter and the questions posed during the annual meeting and develop a response to 
these questions.  In addition, the Steering Committee needs to gain input from the rest of the State Data 
Centers (SDCs).  The first step should be posting the letter from the Census Bureau on the 
Clearinghouse website.  There was also a suggestion of using Google Docs to invite people to respond.  
Lenny Gaines will spearhead this effort.  Other past correspondence items that were addressed include a 
letter that was sent to the Census Advisory Committee, which was received and also the embargo policy 
status, which was discussed later in the conference call.   
 
SDC/Federal-State Cooperative for Population Estimates (FSCPE) American Community Survey 
(ACS) Review Pilot: 
 
Prior to the Steering Committee conference call on November 10, a conference call was initiated 
regarding the SDC/FSCPE ACS Review Pilot.  Those participating in the call included Frank Ambrose, 
Donnette Willis, Scott Boggess, Nicole Scanniello, Linda Gage, Dan Veroff, and Pam Schenker.  The 
overall feel from the conference call was optimistic because the Census Bureau seems to be willing to 
work with the SDCs and FSCPEs to get this pilot project underway.  The pilot project entails the SDCs 
and FSCPEs reviewing unresolved ACS measures.  The Census Bureau originally wanted feedback by 
November 30, however, now that the Bureau is working on an automated solution for receiving feedback, 
the Bureau will get back to both groups by the end of the year or so with some possible alternatives.  
There is a desire to have flexibility with who can respond to these measures.  One possible solution is to 
post the unresolved measures in an Excel spreadsheet on Google Docs to enable people to provide input 
on the measures.  The spreadsheet would have additional columns for comments and detailing who 
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made the comment.  The worksheet will be hosted by Census Bureau, allowing interested SDCs and 
FSCPEs the ability to make changes on one document.  This will also allow the Census Bureau to identify 
state experts in a particular field, such as group quarters.  Also, each state will have the opportunity to 
decide who is going to respond to these unresolved ACS measures.  The hope is to have something 
ready to review by the end of the year for this pilot project.  
 
Embargo Status: 
 
The Steering Committee is still waiting for response to the letter sent to Director Groves regarding the 
reinstatement of the embargo access for SDCs.  CLMSO checked with the Correspondence Staff on the 
status of the response and was informed that the due date was November 5th.  A question was asked 
about the feeling CLMSO had regarding the possibility of the embargo access being reinstated.  The 
decision to reinstate embargo access is made by the U.S. Dept. of Commerce.  It was the decision of the 
Commerce Dept. to revoke the embargo policy.  Several media outlets broke embargo status not only on 
the 2008 annual ACS release, but also in previous releases of census data.  The lack of embargo access 
affects all census products, not just ACS.  A question was also asked about the ability to still use the 
embargo tools for pulling data, even though there is not an embargo.  Can data still be put up so users 
can pull the information using this web tool?  The response from CLMSO was that this might be 
something that can still be done.  CLMSO will follow-up on this issue.  After the conference call, the 
Steering Committee received feedback from CLMSO that the purpose of the embargo web tool is to allow 
access (with the same functionality of American Fact Finder, AFF) to the data during the embargo period.  
There is a considerable amount of effort that goes into this and since there was no 3-year embargo, no 
resources were allocated to this effort.  Also, AFF is the official dissemination tool for ACS, so these data 
will not be accessible via the embargo web tool. 
 
2010 Census: 
 

• Census in the Schools (CIS) training – What is being done to let teachers know about CIS?   It 
seems as though teachers do not know what to do with the materials.  School principals were 
sent materials, but have they shared the information with teachers?  Teachers want more 
training, but what to do?  There is a concern that it is too late in the process for training.  It was 
suggested that PowerPoint presentations be developed for the different grade levels for training 
purposes.  Any CIS webinars for training and outreach?  Someone indicated that Nevada has a 
YouTube video?   
 

• Availability of data collection maps – This would include Types of Enumeration Areas (TEAs).  
The SDCs would like to have this information, but how do they get it?  Some regional offices have 
provided maps and files to the SDCs.  But, the availability of these maps and files seems 
inconsistent across regional offices.  Since the conference call, TEAs shape files have now been 
posted to the SDC secure server site.   
 

• 2000 tabulation blocks and 2010 collection blocks – Is there an easy way to use these?  There is 
confusion about the file; SDCs do not know what to do with it or how to use it.  The file is 
confusing and is in a comma-delimited format.  It would be nice if it was a shape file.  CLMSO will 
look into this and see if they can shed any light on how to use the file. 
 

• LUCA feedback – Have any of the Steering Committee members received their LUCA feedback?  
Some members have heard that some areas have already received the feedback files.  Of those 
entities that did already receive their LUCA materials, there is a concern with address deletions.  
Addresses may have been deleted in an area and added into another block, but it is difficult to 
discern this information from the file.  It was mentioned that it is worth looking at revised Master 
Address File (MAF) to see if those addresses were placed in another block.  Search in the new 
MAF for the X1 and match.  There is also a concern about workload of LUCA feedback and 
appeals. 
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Census Bureau Update: 
 

• There are still several job vacancies in CLMSO. 
 

• Gary Chappell and Frank Ambrose met with American Fact Finder (AFF) staff regarding training 
on AFF at the next SDC and CIC national meetings.  The AFF staff wants feedback on what to 
include in training and have prepared a training development feedback form to be sent to all 
SDCs.  Frank e-mailed this form to the Steering Committee members.  It was discussed that this 
form will be sent out to all SDCs by November 16 and the Census Bureau wants it returned by 
November 30.  The new AFF will be released internally October 2010 and will be shared with 
SDCs at national meeting.  It will go public in 2011.  In June 2010, the Steering Committee will 
have a chance to test it.   
 

Other Discussion Items: 
 

• Mid-Year Meeting – Is there a chance that the Census Bureau will pay for SDCs to attend the 
mid-year meeting in Dallas in April 2010?  Right now, the Census Bureau will not pay for SDCs to 
attend.  Regional offices also are not planning on attending because they will be working on Non-
Response Follow-Up (NRFU). 
 

• Topics for webinars – Suggestions included CIS, NRFU and vacant delete check or information 
on post April 1 procedures.  For these topics there could be a webinar or informational fact sheet 
produced.  For the CIS training, CLMSO asked for a list of issues pertaining to CIS, items that it 
would be most useful to gain information about.  CLMSO will send these issues to the Census in 
the Schools Office.  The Steering Committee will prepare a list of possible webinar topics and 
coverage items. 
 

• Annual Meeting – Feedback from the annual meeting was sent to the Steering Committee by 
Frank.  The Steering Committee will review and discuss at a later date. 
 

• The February Steering Committee meeting – There is a joint meeting day with FSCPE.  All 
meetings might take place at the Embassy Suites.  Should the Steering Committee start working 
on an agenda for the February meeting?  The Steering Committee will post a preliminary agenda 
to Google Docs and start flushing out agenda items.  The Steering Committee chairs should 
contact the FSCPE chairs for joint meeting topics.   
 

• State Data Center Boot Camp – The Steering Committee needs to get feedback from the SDCs 
that attended the boot camp during the annual meeting.  The first step will be to develop 
questions to ask the attendees and use Google Doc to work on questions.   
 

• Congressional Meeting – Frank mentioned that on November 18th there is a Congressional 
Meeting that Director Groves is attending regarding Complete Count Committee (CCCs).  This is 
the reason why CLMSO has been contacting states and Governor’s liaisons regarding the status 
of CCCs.  A question was asked as to whether this meeting can be watched on the web?  
CLMSO stated that they will let the SDCs know.  On November 16th, the Steering Committee was 
informed that this hearing has been postponed. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:05 pm EST. 
 


