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Boot Camp: 
 
Questions to ask the Boot Camp participants were developed and approved.  The purpose of asking Boot 
Camp participants these questions is to receive feedback on the session that was held prior to the annual 
SDC meeting in October.  The purpose of obtaining this feedback is that it will benefit future new SDC 
members.  Prior to the conference call, the Boot Camp questions were posted on Google Docs for 
Steering Committee members to review.  During the conference call, the Steering Committee members 
agreed that the questions are ready to go.  It was decided that these questions will be e-mailed to all Boot 
Camp participants.  Each Steering Committee member will send the survey to their Tree State Boot Camp 
participants and if no e-mail response is received, the Steering Committee members will follow-up with a 
phone call.  Once responses are received they will need to be compiled. Post conference call, Dan Veroff 
sent all Steering Committee members a list of who participated in the Boot Camp. 
 
Rural Statistical Areas (RSAs): 
 
Prior to the conference call, Lenny Gaines put out a document on Google Docs that outlines next steps 
and issues that need to be discussed regarding RSAs.  The Steering Committee needs to take a position 
on these issues and then send out information to the rest of the SDC Leads.  The Census Bureau’s 
response to a letter sent by the Steering Committee about RSAs is posted on the Clearinghouse website.  
It was also discussed that letters should have similar tags on Clearinghouse website.  The RSAs 
discussion was tabled until later in order to give the ACS staff time to talk about ACS. 
 
ACS 5-year data: 
 
Frank introduced Grace Clemmons and Dave Raglin from the ACS staff.  Chip Sawyer provided an 
overview of the conversation he had with Debbie Griffin regarding 5-year ACS data.  The ACS staff had 
contacted Chip to get his input on doing a limited release of the 5-year data for the first release (2005-
2009). The ACS staff is looking at various options for the first release of 5-year data.  The idea is to 
reduce the scope of the data release and have a subset of data available on American FactFinder (AFF).  
One option would be to release approximately 500 base tables (versus the 900 base tables for 1-year and 
3-year ACS data) down to the census tract level.  The remaining data (down to the block group) will be 
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part of a summary file that will be available for download.  The thought is that block group data would 
most likely be used more to combine geographies in order to create a new geography and not be used to 
provide information about an individual block group. The proposed criterion for data released on AFF 
includes Summary File 1 (SF1) and Summary File 3 (SF3) type data.    
 
The ACS office wanted input from the Steering Committee regarding this idea.  In ACS focus groups that 
were held in Vermont, people felt that the smaller geographies were already getting the short-end of the 
stick because small areas are only getting 5-year data and then if the limited ACS release happens, they 
won’t have access to all the data.  The Census Bureau stated that many of the cells for the smaller 
geographic areas are 0’s, so they need to weigh releasing all the data with 0’s and a large Coefficient of 
Variation (CV) to releasing a subset, but having all data available on a summary file.  A question was then 
asked about what criteria are being used to tell if CV is too large?  The answer from the ACS staff was 
that there isn’t a set number.  Discussion also focused on the effect of releasing a large number of tables 
to public with a CV or zeros.  There is a need to educate users about the reliability of data. 
 
ACS staff asked if there are any suggestions for new names for ACS summary files.  Dave Raglin 
mentioned that this release of the 5-year data products might be different in future 5-year data products, 
for example the 2006-2010 ACS products could be different.  A question was asked if the tables should 
be gradually released on AFF over time.  It was mentioned that the ACS staff should not release a table 
on AFF this round and then for next release remove it.  ACS hopes to make a decision soon, as it is a top 
ACS priority.   
 
There will be a Federal Register notice in February about ACS 5-year data.  Full disclosure of data was 
also discussed, but with that, outreach needs to be performed.  Dave also asked if there is a concern 
about summary file data that is not on AFF being used by someone with a commercial venture, who might 
sell data that does not have CVs and Margins of Error (MOE).  Some SDCs will put the Summary Files on 
their websites. There was also a request for the ACS staff to keep the Steering Committee informed.  In 
addition, the SDCs need to start thinking about the various ways in which the 5-year data will be used. 
 
February Steering Committee meeting 
 
The February Steering Committee meeting will be held February 10-12 at the Embassy Suites in 
Alexandria, VA.  The meeting is at the hotel for all three days (February 12th will be a half day).  Frank 
Ambrose will send out the administrative letter this week.  Frank e-mailed travel information for the 
February meeting to Steering Committee members on December 9, 2009. 
 
Discussion centered on the topics that should be included at the meeting, focusing on topics that should 
be a part of joint meeting day (February 10th) for SDC, Federal-State Cooperative for Population 
Estimates (FSCPE), and Census Information Centers (CIC).  A suggestion was made for ACS 5-year 
data, coverage follow-up, service based enumeration, and Census 2010.  Other topics for the meeting 
include a geography update: Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS), Participant Statistical Areas 
Program (PSAP), Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs), urban areas, and tract base changes on urban 
areas.  The Steering Committee will continue to flush the topics out using Google Docs. 
 
 
2010 Census 
 
Census in the Schools (CIS) training - Plans call for a webinar to be held for field division January 6th.  
The SDCs will also be able to view the webinar following the field division session.  This will probably be 
the week of January 13th.  The webinar will be in the train-the-trainer format.  Jane Traynham mentioned 
that in certain areas CIS is going well.  Barbara LaFleur is working with CIS staff about the trainings and 
Live Net meetings because there are multiple parts to it. The date for the CIS webinar for SDCs has 
changed.  The new date for the webinar will be either January 20 or 21.   
 
Homeless Locations - The SDCs were asked to make phone calls to those places on the Target Non-
Sheltered Outdoor Locations (TNSOL) list.  These places said they would provide a list of homeless 
locations, but as of this time the Census Bureau has not received the information.  The Steering 
Committee members could contact their Tree States to remind them, and if they have time, make phone 
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calls to those places that have not sent in their information.  For homeless locations and target outdoor 
locations the Census Bureau is finishing the address list.  In the last 4-5 weeks, 2,000 locations have 
been inputted into the system.  The focus has been on locations in big cities.  Barbara LaFleur hopes to 
get an entity list of those that have been done, but this possibility is not absolute.  A list of places that 
hadn’t responded was placed on the SDC website.  SDCs should check their bookmarks for the secured 
website because they are different now, the www. needs to be removed.   
 
Geography update – There are not any additional updates since the conference call last week about 
Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) appeals.  Notes were taken during the LUCA appeals 
conference call and the notes will be posted on Clearinghouse website.  Following the meeting these 
notes were posted on the Clearinghouse website. 
 
Advertising campaign – There will be a webinar to show the various aspects of the campaign.  Regional 
Directors have seen ads for Census 2010 advertising.   There is going to be a roll out at the Census 
Bureau on December 14th, an overview of Census 2010 integrated communications campaign.  Frank will 
find out if it is possible for the SDCs to see the roll out of the advertising campaign after the 14th.  Steering 
Committee members said there is concern that the locals are starting to look at doing their media buys 
and they don’t know what is going to be done for the national buy.  Frank stated that local media buys are 
not final, that selections have not been made.  Steering Committee members stated that when 
information is available, it needs to go out ASAP.  
 
Training  
 
It was also discussed about the possibility of doing a webinar on the website tools or the 2010 Census 
website tools. 
 
Letters status  
 
Letters went out on December 7th to Director Groves regarding the Enhanced Planning Database and the 
2010 Rapid Response Rate System.  The embargo status is still being discussed.  The 2009 State 
population estimates will be released December 22.  This will be a public release and there are no plans 
for embargo.  The Steering Committee sent a letter to the Census Bureau asking for an update on the 
embargo site.  With the release of the 2009 Population estimates next week, it very important that the 
SDCs have access to the data early so they can be prepared for when the media contacts SDCs.  
CLMSO will inform the Steering Committee as to the status on the current correspondence.  All letters 
that are prepared will be posted to Clearinghouse website. Following the meeting, recent correspondence 
was posted to the Clearinghouse website. 
 
Mid-Year Meeting  
 
The Steering Committee asked CLMSO if they could send out some informal information about the 
mid-year meeting so states will have an opportunity to see if they are able to attend.  The Steering  
Committee will talk about maybe contacting tree states to see who plans on going to Dallas.  Frank stated  
that on February 23 administrative letters will go out about the mid-year meeting. 
 
Census Bureau Update 
 
After the meeting it was announced that Stan Rolark will be the Chief of the Public Information Office, 
effective December 20, 2009. 
 
Miscellaneous information 
 
Boxes of Census 2010 materials are being shipped to all SDC and Business and Industry Data Center 
(BIDC) leads.  Governor’s liaisons should also receive a box. 
 
Barbara LaFleur needs every SDC lead to return the form about allowing Coordinating and BIDC Lead 
agencies to have secured website access, even if the SDC Lead is not allowing them to have access.  All 
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SDCs need sign the form and return it to Barbara by January 5, 2010.  Post conference call Barbara sent 
out an e-mail remainder to all SDCs Leads about this. 
 
Other topics, 2010 Operations, can do via e-mail.   
 
Barbara stated that the CLMSO fax number, 301-457-4784 is down and not working. 
 
Due to time constraints, other items on the agenda will be talked about next time. 
 
The meeting adjourned 3:25 pm EST.    
 
 
 


