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Rural Statistical Areas (RSAs): 
 
Lenny Gaines drafted a letter in response to the issues brought up by the U.S. Census Bureau regarding 
the Steering Committee’s proposal to have RSAs as a standard American Community Survey (ACS) 
product.  This draft was e-mailed to Steering Committee members and they were asked to provide their 
input.  It was decided that the Steering Committee would talk more about this during the Steering 
Committee meeting that will be held in Alexandra, VA, February 10 – 12.  The Steering Committee needs 
to decide whether to wait until the third year of data is released in order to move forward on this issue.  
The Steering Committee will meet on their own the evening before the meeting to discuss this because 
Census Bureau staff is not needed to discuss the SDCs’ position. 
 
February Steering Committee Meeting: 
 
CLMSO is working on a draft agenda for the February Steering Committee meeting.  Some Steering 
Committee members need to have a draft agenda in order to make travel arrangements.  Barbara 
LaFleur e-mailed a draft agenda to Steering Committee members on January 13. 
 
Boot Camp: 
 
Steering Committee members gathered feedback from their respective Tree States that participated in the 
new member Boot Camp that was held during the October annual SDC meeting.  Overall, the feedback 
was positive.  The participants stated that they wanted more training, such as hands-on training, and 
wanted information about how the SDC network functions.  Boot Camp participants also would like more 
materials to take home with them, such as items to post on websites.  The Steering Committee discussed 
whether there should be modules that are tailored to people in particular situations or at a certain level of 
experience.  In the future, should the Boot Camp be just for new SDCs or could it be a session that is a 
refresher course for SDC Leads?  Perhaps have break-out sessions during the annual meeting regular 
session.  Should the Steering Committee start planning the next Boot Camp? Are there a minimum 
number of participants that would have to join to make it worthwhile?  CLMSO stated it does not matter 
how many participants there are for the Boot Camp.  Planning for the next Boot Camp depends on the 
amount of turnover in the SDC network and the Steering Committee will continue to discuss the structure 
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and orientation of the next Boot Camp at the February Steering Committee meeting and on future 
conference calls.   
 
ACS Data Review: 
 
Nicole Scanniello from the Census Bureau will send out an e-mail to the Steering Committee chairs of 
SDC and Federal State Cooperative for Population Estimates (FSCPE) about another conference call 
regarding the ACS data review pilot project.  This project will allow SDCs and FSCPE to review ACS data 
measures that were unresolved after the Census Bureau’s review.  At the moment, the main concern is 
where to post these measures for SDCs and FSCPEs to access and submit comments.  Originally, 
Google Docs was suggested, but there are security and ownership issues with this.  Anything posted to 
Google Docs is considered the property of Google.  In regards to using a Census Bureau secure server, 
files can only be downloaded from the server, information cannot be uploaded.  The conference call will 
center on how to review the documents and submit comments or feedback.  The Steering Committee will 
also investigate whether an SDC can host the documents on a secured website; possibly a SDC that I 
located at a university  
 
2010 Census: 
 
Media buy plans: The Census Bureau has received the media buy plan from DraftFCB.  CLMSO is 
reviewing this information and should be available at the end of the month.  After this the SDCs can have 
access to the information.  The Road Tour schedule will be available for national and regional tours on 
the 2010 Census website on January 17.   
 
Be Counted sites will be stocked and functional March 19 – April 19.  Information about promotion and 
location of these sites is through the Regional Offices.  Questionnaire Assistance Centers (QACs) in 
update/leave areas open February 26 – April 19 and for mail out/mail back areas will open March 19- 
April 19.  The postcard mail out, will occur in two mailings. The first one will be in-language to targeted zip 
codes.  American Indian reservation enumeration, which will be update/enumerate, will occur at the same 
time as mail out/mail back and update/leave.  Service-based enumeration, such as counting the 
homeless population, will occur on March 27. Be Counted sites and QACS will be posted on the Census 
2010 website with hours of operation.  After the conference call, Frank sent out an e-mail with the dates 
of various census operations. Here is a revised time line:  
 
Advance Letters (Update Leave Areas):      To be sent February 17 - 19, 2010  
 
Advance Letters (Mail out/Mail back Areas):  To be sent March 8 - 10, 2010  
 
Questionnaires to be mailed:                        March 15 - 17, 2010  
 
Reminder postcards to be mailed:                March 22 - 24, 2010 
 
The blanket replacement questionnaires (those census tracts that had less than 59% response rate in 
2000) will be mailed on April 1 - 3.  
 
The targeted replacement questionnaires (those census tracts that had a response rate equal to or 
greater than 59% and less than 67%) will be mailed on April 6 - 10.  
 
Census tracts that had 67% or higher response in 2000 will NOT receive replacement questionnaires. 
 
In 2000, SAS and SPSS codes were written by SDC members to create standardized profiles for 
Summary File 1 (SF1) and Summary File 3 (SF3).  These profiles were well received and enabled users 
to obtain similar reports for different geographic areas throughout the country.  The Steering Committee 
will review the profiles from 2000, outline a work plan, and involve the assistance of SDCs to develop new 
profiles for 2010 at their February meeting.   
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Training (Webinars): 
 
The Census in the Schools (CIS) webinar will now be held on either January 27 or 28 for the SDCs.  
Attendance is limited due to the number of available phone lines; however, SDCs are welcome to invite 
others to view it at their location.  Other webinar ideas include Non-Response Follow-Up (NRFU), other 
post-April basics on data collection procedures, and coverage measurement programs.  The Steering 
Committee inquired as to the availability of a NRFU fact sheet available, or any other facts sheets that the 
network could use.   CLMSO agreed to inquire and let the SDCs know.  
 
Correspondence Status: 
 
The embargo status is still being discussed by the Director and Department of Commerce and there is no 
response yet.  The Steering Committee is considering drafting another letter to the Director stressing the 
importance of being able to review data during an embargo period, citing specific instances and situations 
where the SDCs have helped the Census Bureau identify issues during the embargo, period.  Also, a 
suggestion was made that this second letter should be a joint letter with the FSCPE, SDC, and Census 
Information Centers (CIC). Unfortunately, CLMSO does not have records that document the instances 
when the SDCs identified issues prior to data releases,  
 
The letter regarding the Rapid Response Rate System was never logged into Director’s office.  CLMSO 
gave the Correspondence Office their copy and that office is contacting the Director’s office.  The 
Steering Committee would like CLMSO to find out if the Rapid Response Rate System is downloadable or 
if this is something that should be recommended. 
 
The Enhanced Planning Data Base letter response from the Director will be forthcoming.  The Census 
Bureau is waiting to get a signature from Director.  Pam Schenker received the response letter from the 
Director and forwarded it to Steering Committee members on January 19 via e-mail.     
 
Mid-Year Meeting: 
 
The mid-year SDC meeting will take place in Dallas, TX on April 12-13.  CLMSO will be sending out 
Administrative letters in February.  A draft agenda should be available by the middle of February, and 
joint sessions will need to be identified with the FSCPEs.   
 
Census Bureau Update: 
 
CLMSO stated that there have been no staff changes.   
 
2010 Operations SDC Feedback will be discussed at the February Steering Committee meeting.   
 
In addition CLMSO is sending two boxes of census items (canvas bags) to SDC Leads.  These boxes 
were shipped FedEx on January 13.     
 
The meeting adjourned 3:20 pm EST.    
 
 
 


