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SDC Clearinghouse website 
 
The Steering Committee wondered if users are able to navigate the new SDC Clearinghouse website.  
The thought was that the blog style menu of topics is not always clear and may be difficult to read.  
Perhaps some modifications could be made to the website to find items more easily, such as a window or 
menu on the site where things are listed.  For example, a menu with links to meeting dates, SDC network 
contacts, and by-laws.  The Steering Committee will see if they can meet with Rachel Justis from the 
Indiana Business Research Center, which hosts the Clearinghouse website during the annual meeting in 
October.  It would be nice to have a list of Lead and Coordinating Agencies in one place, in one 
document.  The SDCs’ contact information on the Census Bureau’s SDC website only allows users to 
retrieve the contact information by clicking on each state.  CLMSO said they could provide a document 
that lists all the Leads and Coordinating Agencies.  Frank Ambrose e-mailed the list to Steering 
Committee members.   
 
Steering Committee elections 
 
The deadline, July 20th, for Steering Committee nominations is coming close and thus far, only a few 
nominations have been submitted.  In order to try to see if there is anyone else interested in running, 
Steering Committee members should e-mail their Tree States to spur nominations and send out 
additional e-mails or make phone calls to network members.   
 
SDC by-laws 
 
During the June Steering Committee meeting, the SDC chair asked members to review by-laws and see if 
there are any changes that should be made.  For example, the by-laws state that there should be a 
nominating committee in place for the Steering Committee elections.  The by-laws were last revised in 
2008.  This latest edition needs to be posted on the Clearinghouse website.  If Steering Committee 
members have not done so already, they should review the by-laws and submit any potential changes to 
Lenny Gaines, who is coordinating this endeavor.   
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October meeting 
 
A draft agenda needs to be sent to CLMSO in early August for the October annual SDC meeting.  The 
meeting will take place October 13-15.  The afternoon of October 13 has already been scheduled with 
hands-on DADS II training for the SDCs.  The Census Bureau Director has also been confirmed for the 
meeting, October 14 at 9:00 a.m.  The Steering Committee has been contemplating having a social 
activity one evening for all the SDCs to participate in.  It would be a good opportunity for new people to 
meet everyone and for networking.  Ideas include a dinner cruise on the Potomac or the Census Bureau 
is looking into tour buses to take the SDCs on a night tour of the city.  For the annual meeting, should 
there be mentoring of new SDC members by the Steering Committee?  Last year a Boot Camp was 
conducted for new SDC Leads.  This year, there are not as many new people to the SDC network.  
Mentoring could be ad hoc and the Steering Committee could provide new members with a welcome 
packet.  CLMSO e-mailed Steering Committee members the information that was provided during last 
year’s Boot Camp.   
 
There are some SDC Leads that have not supplied their annual report to CLMSO.  Steering Committee 
members will follow-up on the SDCs that are delinquent with their annual report.  CLMSO is planning on 
doing something new and different with the annual report.  The information will be compiled into a booklet 
that will be used to market the SDC program within the Census Bureau.  The booklet will also be sent to 
all Governors and Governor’s Liaisons.  The Census Bureau also wants to include some messages in the 
publication.  The messages will be from persons such as the SDC Chair and the Census Bureau Director.  
. 
Rural Statistical Areas (RSAs) 
 
The delivery of the data to SDCs participating in the third year RSAs project will be delayed due to issues 
with the Joint Project Agreement (JPA).  At the beginning of the year, The American Community Survey 
Office (ACSO) asked participating states to sign an amendment to the JPA.  In the processing of the 
amendments, the Census Bureau found issues in the original JPA.  The Census Bureau is now creating a 
new JPA and once it is approved it will be sent to the SDCs for a signature.  ACSO will need a quick 
turnaround on the new JPA.  ACSO should notify the participating states about the delay in getting the 
third year of data because it was supposed to be delivered to states in June.  CLMSO is going to talk to 
ACSO about sending out a notification regarding the delay.  Since the Census Bureau needs a quick 
turnaround on the new JPAs, it would be helpful if the differences between the new and old JPA were 
outlined.     
 
Summary File 1 (SF1) profiles 
 
The Steering Committee sent out a survey to the SDCs about the creation of SF1 profiles for Census 
2010 data.  The deadline for completing the survey was July 9.  Twenty-nine responses were received 
from twenty-two states.  All survey respondents ranked the SF1 profile as the highest priority with an ACS 
profile coming in second.  Five people volunteered to be programmers for the profiles.  It would be helpful 
for SDCs that were not around in 2000 to see the profiles that were created for the previous decennial 
census.  The Steering Committee will make sure examples of these profiles are available on the SDC 
Clearinghouse website.   
 
Count Question Resolution (CQR) program 
 
A Federal Register notice has been issued for CQR.  CQR is the program where local governments can 
submit challenges to the population count from the 2010 Census based on specific criteria.  The deadline 
for submitting comments on the Federal Register Notice is July 26.  Previously, the Steering Committee 
talked about submitting a response on behalf of the network.  Should the Steering Committee still do this?  
Members need to review the information contained in the Federal Register Notice.  CLMSO did point out 
that SDCs were able submit challenges on behalf of local areas for Census 2000. But, can states only 
submit challenges as long as the local government gives the state permission to do so?     
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Non-Response Follow-Up (NRFU) 
 
NRFU is 99.9% completed.  Two million cases were designated for re-interview and this operation is 
81.28% done.  The Vacant/Delete operation has a workload of 8.5 million.  This operation just started 
therefore, only 1.1% completed.  Census workers that are performing the Vacant/Delete check cannot be 
the same person that worked on NRFU. 
 
Census 2010 evaluation 
 
The Steering Committee wants to provide a survey to the SDCs evaluating Census 2010.  A list of topics 
to cover with the survey has been posted to Google Docs and Steering Committee members have been 
posting items to it.  Lenny Gaines is going to work on a survey template.   
 
Calendar for SDCs 
 
During the June Steering Committee meeting, members asked CLMSO to create a calendar of activities 
and deadlines for SDCs.  The calendar will serve as one-stop place where SDCs can go to find 
information about upcoming surveys and meeting.  CLMSO has asked divisions such as the Management 
Construction Division (MCD) and Geography (GEO) for dates to submit for the calendar.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm EST.    
 
 
 


