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PLEASE NOTE: The following are informal notes taken during the course of the ACS 1-year data 
products webinar. These notes do not constitute an official record of the event nor are they the 
actual talking points used by U.S. Census Bureau speakers. 
 

 
The 2009 1-year ACS data will be publicly released on September 28.  There is no embargo for these 
data.  This will be the 5th consecutive year of 1-year ACS data and will encompass 7,000 geographic 
areas.  The ACS survey covers about 2% of addresses annually.  Information about ACS data can be 
found on the Census Bureau’s newly designed ACS website.   There is also a new e-tutorial that is 
available.  The 2009 1-year ACS Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) will be available in November. 
 
Highlights: 
 

• New data available for Bachelor’s degree field of study: 13 new tables.   
• 60 new tables for health insurance coverage. 
• The Census Bureau will also produce an additional product, ACS census briefs, which profile 

specific topics such as poverty, household income, men’s and women’s earnings, food 
stamps/Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Programs (SNAP), health insurance coverage of 
children, disability among the working age population, and usual hours worked.  (See PowerPoint 
presentation for full list of topics).  Seven briefs will be released on September 28, with the 
remainder available by October 12.  

• Disability status will have 6 modified tables. 
• Geographic mobility data includes more geographic areas. 

 
The Census Bureau has identified errors is some of the 2008 ACS statistics, such as rooms, kitchen 
facilities, telephone service, Asian demographic groups, group quarters population, citizenship, sub-
families, and health insurance coverage.  Some of the errors in these data have been corrected, but the 
corrected 2008 data will only be shown in the comparison profiles that will be released with the 2009 data.  
The 2008 ACS data in American Fact Finder (AFF) will not be changed, only an erratum will be issued.   
 
Comparison guidance: 
 

• Use the 2009 comparison tables to analyze 2008 and 2009 data for rooms, kitchen facilities, 
telephone service, and health insurance coverage. 

• Do not compare 2008 and 2009 statistics on Asian demographic groups such as Japanese, 
Korean, Vietnamese, and other Asian.  The Census Bureau was unable to correct the 2008 ACS 
data.  For comparing statistics on these particular race groups, use 2007 and 2009 data.   

• For the Group Quarters population do not compare statistics below the national level.   
• Use caution when comparing statistics on citizenship and sub-families.   
• The Census Bureau reproduced the 2008 health insurance coverage tables.  When comparing 

data between 2008 and 2009, use the comparison profiles that will be issued for the 2009 ACS 
data release.   

• In addition, imputation rates are lower than they were last year.   
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On September 28, the Census Bureau will issue a press release for the 2009 1-year ACS data.  For the 
Media, the Census Bureau recommends using comparison tables and ranking tables when developing a 
story.  Data that will be highlighted include: 
 

• Poverty 
• Household income for states 
• Health insurance coverage of children 
• Disability among the working age population 
• Public transportation usage among U.S. workers 
• Property value 
• Rental housing market conditions measures 
• Usual hours worked in the past 12 months 
• Labor force participation rate 
• Science and engineering degrees 
• Place-of-birth for foreign-born population 
• People who spoke a language other than English at home by Hispanic Origin and race 

 
ACS has developed a new website which includes data and documentation features.  For example, to 
access ACS data, use AFF or Summary Files.  The website also has information on product changes, 
such as new questions that are asked on the ACS questionnaire.  A release schedule is available for ACS 
data products.  Errata that have been issued are also on the website.  One of the most important features 
on the website is Guidance for Data Users, which shows data users how to compare data between ACS 
and decennial census, variable by variable.  For cross-tabulation of data that is not found in pre-existing 
tables, data users can use Data Ferrett.  For comparisons across metro areas, data users should use 
geographic comparison tables.    
  

 
 


