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Outreach 
 
Steering Committee members should comment on what should be covered in the transition document in 
order to explain the role—realized and potential—for the SDC Network to play in relation to the Census 
Bureau. 
 
Pam Schenker attended the Census Information Center (CIC) annual meeting in San Antonio, TX.  The CICs 
had very interactive sessions; participants were assigned seating with their respective regions.  This format 
seemed to work very well for discussions and is something that could help facilitate discussion during SDC 
meetings.  Pam also met with Kendall Johnson, the Acting Chief of CLMSO, and discussed the Steering 
Committee’s objectives and desire to broaden SDC partnerships with other parts of the Census Bureau.  
There also seems to be a need for SDCs to increase the level of interaction among the states.   
 
Steve Jost, the Associate Director for Communications is looking for CICs to be more active in outreach on 
behalf of the Census Bureau.  This can also be an important part of what SDCs should be doing.  The SDCs 
should be actively working with the Census Bureau on more than just Decennial and American Community 
Survey (ACS) operations and data products. SDCs need to think about how they can help keep the Census 
Bureau on people’s radar and work to keep the Census Bureau’s name out there throughout the decade. 
There is also a need to coordinate between CICs, SDCs, and Governor’s Liaisons in order to have a unified 
message, to avoid fragmentation and confusion. 
 
Statistical Calculator 
 
A letter drafted by the SDC Steering Committee in support of the Statistical Calculator is ready to be sent to 
the Census Bureau.  The letter will also be signed by the CIC and Federal-State Cooperative for Population 
Estimates (FSCPE) Steering Committee Chairs and will be sent to the Census Bureau at the end of 
November.   
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Clearinghouse website 
 
Changes have been made to the SDC Clearinghouse website.  The changes include a new design, new 
menu links, and a calendar of activities and data releases.  Steering Committee members should look over 
the website and provide feedback about the changes or additional items that should be included on the 
website.   
 
2010 survey and focus groups 
 
Steering Committee members met with their respective Tree States during the annual meeting to gain input 
about SDCs’ Census 2010 experience.  Steering Committee members should put together their notes and 
send them to Pam.  The input gathered during the focus groups will help the Steering Committee in putting 
together a survey to send to the SDCs.     
 
February Steering Committee meeting 
 
Steering Committee members need to start thinking about the Census Bureau Divisions that should 
participate in the February Steering Committee meeting.  Members should be thinking about new 
partnerships.  There will also be a joint meeting day with the CIC and FSCPE Steering Committees.      
 
Summary File (SF1) profile update 
 
The review of the profile layout will be completed this month; Julie Hoang is finishing the layout and SAS 
code.  Will the data sets from Census Bureau come out in SAS or just text delimited format?  Could the 
Steering Committee get some sort of SF1 test file?  Frank Ambrose from CLMSO will check with the 
Population Division to see what format the files will be released.   
 
ACS Review project 
 
Pam compiled the information sent by Steering Committee members regarding the American Community 
Survey (ACS) Review pilot project.  This project allowed SDCs to review unresolved ACS measures and 
provide comment.  The information has been forwarded to Nicole Scanniello in Housing and Household 
Economic Statistics (HHES).  Nicole would like to talk with both the SDC and FSCPE Steering Committees 
about this project.  A conference call should be scheduled.  Post conference call: a conference call will be on 
held December 9th at 2:00 pm EST.   
 
ACS 
 
The tentative release date for the 5-year ACS estimates is December 14.  There is an ACS webinar 
scheduled for December 8.  ACS Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) are still being worked on by the ACS 
Office (ACSO) and the Public Information Office (PIO).  To help with ACS inquiries, the Census Bureau 
wants to provide SDCs with the same handbook that the call center uses.   
 
CLMSO calendar 
 
There have not been any updates to the CLMSO calendar, but staff are looking into reformatting it as well as 
adding items.   
 
Building permits 
 
Steering Committee members should send out an e-mail reminder to their Tree States regarding the 
November 30 deadline for the first phase of the Building Permits Survey (BPS) follow-up.   
 
American FactFinder (AFF) update 
 
The legacy system and the new AFF will run simultaneously through September 2011.  When will the SDCs 
have access to the new AFF outside the Census Bureau’s firewall?  CLMSO has not heard back yet from 
Data Access and Dissemination System (DADS).  The SDCs Leads and Steering Committee members will 
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be assigned a unique user name and password to test and use the new system.  CICs and FSCPEs will also 
have user names and passwords, but the Governor’s Liaisons will not have access.  Post conference call: 
Frank Ambrose sent out the passwords via e-mail on November 10.  
 
Data from the 1990 Census will be archived on AFF when the 2010 information is added.  The 1990 data will 
be available for download as a complete file.   
 
Partnership opportunities 
 
The CICs and SDCs should work together where ever possible, such as state meetings.  If an SDC has a 
meeting in their state, they should invite the local CICs.  The SDC Steering Committee should also reach out 
to the CIC liaison and remind them about the SDC Steering Committee monthly conference calls.  Another 
potential partnership with the SDCs is with the Governments Division.  CLMSO will follow-up with Lisa 
Blumerman in the Governments Division.   
 
Annual Report 

CLMSO is looking for quantifiable information that helps support the SDC program.  The number of media 
interviews regarding census data is good information to have.  The Census Bureau is interested in who the 
customers are and what the data is being used for.  CLMSO desires some “case study” examples.  This 
would entail looking to a formal process for capturing when it happens rather than wait for annual report.  
The Pennsylvania SDC has a form they use to report an outcome based impact.  Dissemination is less 
important to justify SDC Network now that online data is easily accessible, more important is the value that is 
being added to the data.  Examples could include learning how to access the website, adding other data, 
preparing analytical reports, and providing technical assistance. 

Other items 
 
CLMSO would like to have more third party videos of SDCs using data to put on website.   
 
Meeting adjourned 3:05 pm EDT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


