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I have been a member of the New York State Data Center’s lead agency staff 
since 1981, except for a three or four year period when I was assigned to a 
different unit within our agency. I am currently completing my first term on the 
SDC Steering Committee. Over the years I have written extensively about the use 
of census data, including coauthoring Industry Research Using the Economic 
Census, several entries in the Encyclopedia of the U.S. Census, the ACS Compass 
Handbook for PUMS Users, and my dissertation looking at the organizational 
factors affecting the amount and variety of census data our SDC/BIDC 
organizations select. I was president of the Association of Public Data Users 
(APDU) and have been active in the American Statistical Association’s Section on 
Government Statistics over the years. 
 
1. What do I think the primary role of the Steering Committee is or should 
be? 
 
I see the Steering Committee as having several equally important roles. These 
include: 
- being an advocate for high quality, easily accessible demographic and economic 
data from the Census Bureau 
- encouraging the appropriate use of the Census Bureau’s data by all data users 
by encouraging the development and provision of training aimed at the many 
different types of data users 
- providing the Census Bureau with a reality check on their data collection 
methods and product plans related to the ACS, 2010 and 2020 Censuses, and 
various economic products – telling them what is good about their plans and 
suggesting improvements to the weaker areas early enough to have a meaningful 
impact 
- being a two-way conduit for information between the entire SDC network and 
the Census Bureau on many issues in addition to the ones I’ve already mentioned 
 
2. What would my primary goal(s) be as a member? 
 
As a member of the Steering Committee, one of my goals would be to: 
- maintain and improve relationships with the Census Bureau, the Census 
Information Center and Population Estimates programs, the Census Advisory 
Committees, and outside groups such as the APDU, the Census Project, and 
COPAFS. 
- in the area of training I would want to ensure that the entire SDC/BIDC network 
has the background to needed to assist the huge number of data users we serve 
in finding and correctly interpreting the data produced by the Census Bureau, 
especially as related to the ACS and the new American FactFinder.  
- to work towards raising public awareness and responsiveness to the ACS, 
helping ensure that 2020 Census operations are as effective as possible, and 
ensuring that the 2010 Census data products will meet our users’ needs.  
- think about what products based on the ACS that we want to prepare as a 
network. 
 
3. What is your vision for the SDC network for 2015 and beyond? 
 
I envision an active network that is well respected by the Census Bureau and the 
entire data-user community. Several indicators of this activity and respect are: 
- Many states actively contributing to the program by working on various shared 
products, such as the standard profiles developed in the past. 
- Increased sharing of knowledge and expertise about, along with tools for 
working with, all Census Bureau and related data through the network’s listserv 
and clearinghouse. This will grow in importance as those of us who have worked 



with census data for several decades retire in growing numbers and new folks take 
our places. 
- Being consulted by the Census Bureau about their plans and products early 
enough in the process to for them to adjust their plans in response to our 
feedback which is based on our experiences of working with a broad range of 
communities. 
 
4. What do you think the SDC network can do to add value to Census 
data? 
 
Adding value to Census data has been one of our network’s strengths from the 
beginning. In the earliest days, this meant processing the mainframe computer 
tapes so users had access to the wealth of data they contained. As the Census 
Bureau has developed data access tools, such as American FactFinder, our 
primary focus has moved from providing data to providing knowledge about the 
data and advice/training on finding the appropriate data and working with these 
tools. This entails explaining the data’s definitions, subtleties, meaning, and 
quality. Other key strengths of our program are our ability to put the data in 
context and to relate to our local areas, and to work with the Census Bureau’s 
massive datasets and produce data products that meet our local users’ specific 
needs better than the Bureau’s general purpose tools. As the Census Bureau 
restructures its field operations, our role as local contacts for expertise and data 
will only increase. 

 

 


