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Sue Copella is the Director of the Pennsylvania State Data Center. She has worked at the 
PaSDC for over 20 years. She has been the representative for the SDC program for 11 years 
and the FSCPE/FSCPP for 18 years. Sue is currently a member of the State Data Center 
Steering Committee and has been a member FSCPE steering committee in the past. Prior to 
coming to the data center in 1990, Sue worked for an affiliate to the Pennsylvania State 
Data Center. Sue has been using Census data in her daily work for over 30 years. 
 
1. What do you think the primary role of the Steering Committee is or should be? 
 
One of the primary roles of the Steering Committee is to act on behalf of the network to 
ensure the mission of the State Data Center program is fulfilled. This includes: access to 
training and technical assistance to others in the network, access to Census data and data 
products, and continue working closely with the Census Bureau to strengthen the 
relationship between the states and the Census Bureau. As new datasets become available 
from the Census Bureau, the SDC role will continue to grow and change and the SDCs need 
to be prepared for this change. 
 
2. What would your primary goal(s) be as a member?  
 
To keep abreast of the latest information available and be able to help other states with 
using the data. Strengthen the relationship between the states and the Census Bureau. Help 
states understand the role and capabilities of the network. 
 
3. What is your vision for the SDC network for 2015 and beyond?  
 
To continue to provide insight and expertise on information and data produced by the 
Census Bureau to the data user community and the Census Bureau. This includes working 
closely with the Census Bureau to provide assistance and support on new product 
development and technology advances. 
 
4. What do you think the SDC network can do to add value to Census Data?  
 
The State Data Center network has a history of working with the Census data to provide 
value added information. As the state liaison between the user community and the Census 
Bureau, it is up to us to provide feedback to the Bureau. It is important for the State Data 
Centers to come up with new and innovative ways to provide the user community with the 
information they need as we are all doing more with less. Examples of value added activities 
that we currently or could be doing include: Beta Test new Census websites and/or 
computer applications such as American Fact Finder 2, Data Ferret or SF1 DVD; develop 
profiles that can be used by all states on ACS and 2010 Census data; share presentation 
materials and support operational needs . 

 


