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• By-laws Amendment Status: Sue reported that the amendments passed unanimously with 43 yes 

votes. New language will be inserted into the by-laws. A copy will be posted to the Clearinghouse 
website and delivered to Barb LaFleur. Bob suggested archiving the old by-laws on the 
Clearinghouse so as not to lose a record of what they were. 
 

• Memorandum of Agreement (MOA): The next MOAs will be an extension until December 31, 2014 in 
order to allow time to incorporate results of Strategic Planning as well as allowing for a cushion in 
case of legal issues both at the Census Bureau and at SDC leads. 

 
• June Meeting Topics: 

o Bob emphasized that choice of topics is an important opportunity for the Steering Committee 
to get back in the driver’s seat (and actually influence the direction of the SDC network). 
There is a misperception at Census Bureau management that a topics list means the 
Steering Committee wants to see a PowerPoint presentation and then ask a few topical 
questions. This is an opportunity to stress to Census Bureau management that the Steering 
Committee wants to engage in discussions and offer insights that informed outsiders can 
bring to the table. The Strategic Plan could very well be the tool that erases this 
misperception—proof positive that it must be done well. 
 

o Sam asked for concrete examples that he can report to management.  Sam wants to take 
action on some items now, not wait until June. 

 
o Sam admitted to snags in planning because there are so many people leaving the Bureau, 

and sometimes rather abruptly. It takes extra time to find the person who is capable of 
answering questions/making decisions. 
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o Topics: (these will be posted to IdeaScale for refinement) 
 Embargo Access. Since the SDC network has cleared the not-all-the-leads-have-

embargo-access obstacle, what is the next step in advocating for access to a select 
set of affiliates? 

 Role in Census Development and Promotion-Premiere partner. 
 Conversation on the planning for 2020 and major program developments within the 

next 6 months- 
1. BIDC, ACS, AFF2, BAS, Building Permits. 

 Reporting on 2010 follow-up. 
 Status of MOA. 
 Time with Management. 
 Hash out date/location of October meeting. 

 
o Forward list of topics to Toni Hall when finalized 

 
• Webinars: Tom has been circulating the Steering Committee’s list formulated after the February 

meeting to find interested/qualified subject-matter experts to conduct webinars. We should hear more 
when he gets back from vacation. 

 
• Update of RSA Project: Barb said Mike Ratcliffe wants to get the participants to answer some specific 

questions before finalizing the RSA delineations. Completion time: 4 to 6 weeks. 
 
• Update on CIC activities: Melanie Poulter of Tulsa filled a vacancy on the CIC steering committee. 

The post is temporary as per CIC by-laws. New conference call time—Third Tuesday of the month. 
CICs are currently revising MOAs. 

 
• Other issues/concerns/etc.:  

 
o Kendall suggested (but did not promise) that Tom Mesenbourg would act as interim director 

when Dr. Groves leaves in August. Because of the presidential election, there is no 
expectation of confirmation of a new director before spring 2013.   
 

o Kendall also reiterated that the budget woes of the Bureau have sharply curtailed travel. Mary 
suggested that many times online solutions can help in that regard. 

 
 


