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The Webex (video) / teleconference (voice) meeting started at 2:00 EST. Tom Edwards reported 
problems with using Internet Explorer in a previous Webinar today and recommended that we use 
another browser. Several attendees used Firefox. Terry Jackson used Google Chrome. 

Welcome and Introductions  

• Kendall Johnson, Chief, CLMSO.  Kendall introduced Kim Higginbotham, Deputy Chief, CLMSO.  
Kim joined CLMSO in February.  She has been with the Bureau for 23 years; 21 of those years 
have been in the communications realm. 

• Bob brought up the federal budget concerns. 

• Related to the budget, Kendall revealed that the Bureau may not be able to bring all of the leads 
to Suitland for the October meeting this year. 

Special Tabulations Update (Alison Fields, Chief, Journey-To-Work and Migration 
Statistics Branch) 

• It is now possible to produce data for large places and principal cities. 

Migration Products 

• Out-migration data is available for limited geographies, starting with the 2007 ACS. 

• State-to-state one year ACS migration flows are produced in November each year. 

• Demonstration of Census Flows Mapper application.  Counties for which data is unavailable due 
to disclosure rules are shown in grey, when there are less than 3 unweighted households with a 
specific characteristic filtered. 

• The proposed approach for presenting migration flows is to produce a new set of 5 year ACS 
estimates each year, alternating characteristics each year.  The 2008-12 estimates are coming in 
March 2014, including marital status, poverty status, and tenure.  The 2007-11 estimates included 
citizenship, educational attainment, and income.  The 2006-10 estimates included age, race, sex, 
and Hispanic origin.  These alternating characteristics will be non-overlapping; it will be 5 years 
between publication of the same characteristics. 
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Special Tabulations Update (continued) 

Commuting Products 

• Existing products include AFF tables and the 2006-08 CTPP. 

• The recent (March 5th) commuting release covered long commutes, and the first county-to-county 
flows based on the 2006-10 ACS. 

• Commuting flow data for non-overlapping periods are needed every 5 years, so there will be a 
2011-15 dataset similar to the 2006-10 dataset. 

• Like the migration flow tables; characteristics included in proposed commuting products will 
repeat in 5 year cycles. 

• Commuter-adjusted daytime population estimates are planned to be released in May 2013 for 
states, counties, MCDs, and places of 2,500+ (work or residence), based on the 2006-10 ACS.  
The initial release does not take time into consideration.  They are working on a future release 
that does factor time in. 

• The 2006-08 CTPP is available at trbcensus.com/products.  

• A 2006-10 5 year CTPP is coming.  It will be similar but include data at the TAD & TAZ level.  The 
intent is to deliver it to AASHTO by the end of June 2013.  AASHTO does not intend to publish it 
until they have the web-based software ready. 

• Commuting flows included in the EEO are for civilians only, with a minimum of 50 cases per flow. 

Questions and Comments 

• Mary:  Regarding data for small counties, is there a threshold on showing data?  Will MOEs be 
shown?  Alison:  They are working on showing MOEs. 

• Sue:  Commuter flow data by age does not match the total.  Alison:  There are different rounding 
scenarios. 

• Dan:  Is STP9, the special tabulation on aging, in the works?  CLMSO will check on it.  [Janice 
responded in an April 16th email that special tabs on aging and disability from recent ACSs have 
been delivered as SAS datasets to the Administration on Aging.  Kristen Robinson is the contact 
at AOA (202-357-3534, Kristen.Robinson@aoa.hhs.gov) and she can let you know how these 
data are being disseminated.  Janice was not sure if they are posting the data to their website or 
sending the data to the state agencies on aging.] 
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Legislative/Redistricting Planning for 2020 (Catherine McCully, Chief, 
Redistricting Data Office, and James Whitehorne, Assistant Chief, Redistricting Data Office) 

• Our website is census.gov/rdo.  The “Tech Tips” page has tools to assist data users. 

• We are at the Phase 4 juncture of redistricting.  The 4th edition of “The View From the States” will 
be our blueprint for how we plan. 

• There will not be 2010 Census data tabulated for new state legislative districts. 

• For 2020, deadlines have not changed (state pops by December 31, block pops by April 1). 

• Following are proposed phases: 

1. Block Boundary Suggestion Program (BBSP).  Mail-out between Dec. 2015 and May 2016.  
Goal to reduce the number of blocks from the 2010 number (flag blocks that are not needed). 

2. In FY 2018, voting districts to be defined by states.  We are hoping to work more closely with 
BAS. 

3. Distribution to states. 

4. Collection of legislative districts. 

• We are interested in what software you are using. 

Questions and Comments 

• Amy:  I understand there will not be 2010 Census data tabulated for the new state legislative 
districts.  Cathy:  Correct, but there will be ACS data in December 2013, for whole districts, not 
parts, as part of the regular 2008-12 release. 

• Dan:  Will there be BAS updates in real time?  Cathy:  I’m not sure of the answer. 

• Bob:  Will ACS data for state legislative districts be coming every year?  Cathy:  Yes, with the 
regular 5 year product. 

Conversation with Executive Staff 

Steve Jost, Chief Strategist for Data Dissemination, Office of the Director 

• I am in a new position with new duties.  I’m not saying goodbye; we will be working together in 
the future. 

• We are committed to delivering data the way that users want it … mobile devices, data tools … 
there is a lot of cool stuff happening in the building, but it may not be organized, corporate. 
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Conversation with Executive Staff (continued) 

• The Data Dissemination Capabilities Team – all the parties are in the room, trying to define the 
“as is” system as well as the “to be” system, defining a road map for data dissemination at the 
Census Bureau in 2015. 

• My job is to write up the road map and present it to the Director in June. 

• Question from Bob:  Are we [SDC] part of dissemination, or are we the customers?  Steve: Both. 

Stephen Buckner, Acting Associate Director for Communications 

• Stephen was formerly in the Atlanta region, and had a working relationship with the Florida SDC. 

• The America’s Economy app will soon include PPI and CPI. 

• A new “playful” app called “Dwellr” will be coming out in June.  It allows people to match their 
preferences with where they might want to live. 

• The launch of the new census.gov will be in mid- to late June.  It will take the better part of a year 
to migrate the entire site. 

• Stephen encourages the downloading and embedding of PopClock. 

• A shout-out to Sue and the Pennsylvania dashboard! 

• We want to do more visualizations. 

• We are going to have to speak more about AQE (Alternative Questionnaire Experiment) publicly 
and get out in front of this potentially contentious issue. 

• Question from Charles:  When will PopQuiz be released?  Stephen:  the end of May or beginning 
of June. 

• The National Day of Civic Hacking is coming up June 1-2. 

Nancy Potok, Deputy Director and Chief Operating Officer 

• Tom Mesenbourg and I put together a 5 year strategic plan for 2013-2017, a “Business Plan for 
Change”, and “The Future of Census Bureau Operations,” which lays out 10 principles that will 
guide the bureau’s practices.  These documents will be released this month, by April 30, with 
much fanfare.  [note:  these three plans are available at 
http://www.census.gov/aboutus/budget.html].  To name a few [highlights of the plans], we are 
going to standardize how we conduct surveys, and provide open data dissemination capabilities. 

• We found that the consolidation of regional offices has had no effect on the quality of survey 
data. 

http://www.census.gov/aboutus/budget.html
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Conversation with Executive Staff (continued) 

• Reorganization in Suitland:  9 survey directors and survey teams. 

• We just hired someone to be Assistant Director (#2 to Enrique).  You are going to love this 
person when you meet them. 

• We have moved to activity-based costs, tracking by the half-hour. 

• There is a steady drip of legislation going after the ACS.  Congressman Poe and Senator Rand 
Paul co-sponsored a bill specifying that only 4 questions on the ACS be mandatory.  We have 
been talking to a lot of people on the hill.  We can’t be complacent.  The Webster bill passed the 
House but not the Senate. 

• We are now in a 6 week moratorium on 2020 research and testing. 

 

State Data Center (SDC) 
Steering Committee Virtual Meeting 
Day 2 of 3:  Tuesday, April 16, 2013 

 

Update on the 2012 Economic Census (Charles Brady, Chief, Customer and 
Respondent Outreach Branch, Economic Planning and Coordination Division and Andrew Hait, 
Census Tabulation and Macro Processing Team, Economic Planning and Coordination 
Division) 

• Four million businesses received forms in December.  Of these, 42.3 percent reported 
electronically, compared with 11.7 percent for 2007. 

• [Shout-out to the SDC network:] Allen Barnes helped them contact 10 organizations in Arizona 
that helped with outreach. 

Questions and Comments 

• Amy:  What was the overall response rate?  Answer:  That’s a great question.  I’ve been told I 
really can’t share that.  We are in line with where we were in 2007. 

• Amy:  What will be the first year that the County Business Patterns would incorporate the 2012 
Economic Census?  Answer:  The Economic Census will be released before the 2012 CBP.  I 
think that in July 2015 there will be a release of the 2013 CBP based on the 2012 Economic 
Census, with 2012 NAICS codes (the 2012 CBP will use 2007 NAICS and 2007 geographies). 
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Geographic Support System Initiative (Gregory Hanks, Assistant Division Chief for 
Geographic Partnerships, Geography Division) 

• There are 56 local partners participating in Phase 1 [note:  the list in on Slide 10 of the 
PowerPoint presentation].  We are experiencing the realities and challenges of dealing with 
various communities. 

Questions and Comments 

• Bob:  Is the goal a targeted canvassing for 2020 rather than a full canvassing, as in 2010?  Has 
there been pushback?  Gregory:  From a budget standpoint it makes a lot of sense.  We hope 
that it will work.  If it doesn’t work after rigorous testing, then we need to reevaluate. 

• Comment:  There are problems due to Title XIII. 

• Mary [on behalf of Leslie Zolman, GIS analyst in MT]:  Can you release address ranges for street 
segments?  Gregory:  Yes, it should be available by the end of the year. 

• Dan:  I encourage you to let us know which entities are participating. 

• Dan:  What does a local government do to participate?  Gregory:  The Regional Office asks for an 
address list and what can be included with it, such as structures, or street center lines, and a data 
dictionary that describes usage. 

Local Update of Census Addresses (Brian Timko, Tribal/Local Geographic 
Partnerships Branch, Geography Division) 

• He worked on LUCA in the Denver Region in 1998-99.  The SDCs played a big role in promoting 
participation, and they held workshops. 

• There is currently a two year research project on improving LUCA. 

• A 1994 Public Law made LUCA possible. 

Questions and Comments 

• Terry:  Cities in rural areas have E911 style addressing.  Will they be incorporated into TIGER 
products?  Brian:  Maybe not in what the public can see, but we are looking at options for linking 
911 style addresses with mailing addresses. 
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Urban and Rural Definitions (Michael Ratcliffe, Assistant Division Chief for 
Geocartographic Products and Criteria, Geography Division) 

• Why is the threshold for urban places 2,500?  According to a 1940s report, Census Bureau 
geographers in the late 1800s thought that the old thresholds of 4,000 and 8,000 were too high.  
Arguments for continuity have caused the threshold to remain at 2,500. 

 Questions and Comments 

• Amy:  DOT uses 5,000 as a threshold for Urban.  Michael:  Sometimes Congress tells agencies 
what to use.  In the Farm Bill there are 68 different urban/rural definitions.  These have been 
traced back to 8 different USDA definitions, which were based on either the Census Bureau’s 
definition or OMB metro/non-metro.  There is no federal standard. 

• Bob:  Any development on RSA’s [Rural Statistical Areas]?  Michael:  No, we have pretty much 
stopped that. 

• Amy:  Is there info on line about the myriad of urban/rural definitions?  Michael:  John Cromartie’s 
“Defining Rurality” is a good source. [Note:  After the session Janice forwarded the following 
message from Michael:  Information about rural classifications on the USDA Economic Research 
Service site can be found at:  http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-
classifications.aspx.  A good overview is provided in "Defining the 'Rural' in Rural America," by 
John Cromartie.  I've attached a copy of that report as well as a much longer report on rural 
definitions.] 

• Amy:  Are you going to do research on suburban definitions?  Michael:  Yes, if we had money.  
As soon as we come up with a definition, Congress makes mandates that prevent us from 
changing it. 

• Dan:  Do you know when the new urban/rural definitions are going to appear in the ACS data.  
Michael:  They will be in the 2012 ACS releases this Fall.  Because we only define them every 10 
years, urbanized areas will underbound areas of growth. 

  

http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications.aspx
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-classifications.aspx
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State Data Center (SDC) 
Steering Committee Virtual Meeting 
Day 3 of 3:  Wednesday, April 17, 2013 

 

Business Meeting:  Preparing for the October Conference 

• Kendall:  The possibility of face-to-face meeting in October is up in the air.  They are waiting on 
budgets for FY13 and FY14.  Funding for the meeting comes from both years.  Ideas for the 
meeting include:  all virtual; SC face-to-face; regional meetings. 

• Discussion from SC:  can we do a hybrid, e.g., Bureau pays lodging and states pay travel?  We 
will see participation drop off if we go virtual or if people pay their own way.  The agenda in recent 
years has been driven by the Bureau, in order to justify the Bureau paying for attendees.  

• Kendall:  Suggestions from Janice and Kim… write a letter to the Director; attach a value figure to 
our contribution. 

• Dan:  Comments on data dissemination – apps are important but can’t replace need for education 
and face to face instruction. 

• Amy:  The Bureau asks SDCs for lots of help, especially in years leading up to decennial census, 
so the network needs to be supported throughout the decade. 

• Kendall:  These are a lot of great comments.  I’ve got 6 pages of notes. 

• Kendall:  There has been fallout from mismanagement of other agencies. 

• Sue:  What is the cost of the meeting?  Kendall:  About $240K. 

• Charles:  If it is virtual, can there be a different format of the meetings, such as using a camera, 
like the TED talks?  Kendall:  We are now required to use WebEX, but we are taking baby steps 
testing other methods. 

• Bob:  We want to be sure that the agenda is targeted to the SDC network.  Kendall:  That was the 
intention; please give us examples of where we could have done better. 

• Discussion of whether the meeting was public.  Kendall:  If the meeting is in the building it is open 
to Census Bureau staff. 
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Business Meeting:  Promoting the SDC network 

• Bob:  We should organize our tree state contacts and “asks” from the Bureau around our monthly 
conference calls, giving a deadline to other offices at the Bureau.  Give the SDCs more time to 
participate. 

• Mary:  Highlighting the value-added products and the dashboards on the SDC Clearinghouse. 

• Kim:  A heads up – Research and Methodology Directorate is trying to expand participation in 
research, tapping into networks.  Users may opt-in to participate.  Jenny Hunter-Chiles might 
participate in one of our monthly calls to discuss this initiative.   

• Tom:  There is talk about moving PIO news releases to an automated function. 

Business Meeting:  Preparation for the SDC-run webinar 

• Bob:  Informing new folks in the network as well as people in the Bureau. 

• Dan:  If we know about the format of the annual meeting it may affect what we want to do with 
this. 

• Discussion of logistics for annual meeting. 

• Amy:  If there is no annual meeting, how would the network be notified?  Kendall:  When we have 
decided what we are going to do (my deadline is the end of July), that is my job. 

• Bob:  Let the Office of Congressional Affairs know if we aren’t coming. 


