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 The meeting started at 2:00pm EST. CLMSO staff joined at 2:15pm. 

Webinars 

 Discussion about prioritizing the list of educational webinars that steering Committee proposed to 
CLMSO at October meeting. 

 Discussion about ACS Webinar held earlier this week. 

 Bob notes that CLMSO had questions about low attendance at recent webinars; CLMSO noticed 
from the participant list that some SDC leads are in frequent attendance, while others rarely if 
ever attend.  Bob suggested to CLMSO that any further webinars should not be scheduled until 
January, noting that university employees may not be available during winter break. Bob also 
suggested that Steering Committee should do more promotion to SDCs. CLMSO wants all 
webinars for archiving and reuse. 

ACS Data User Group 

 ACS user group. Bob concerned that they recognize and use work conducted by SDCs and CICs. 

 Allen commented that SDC network is now over 30-years old and because of retirements and 
turnover at USCB many new staff may not be familiar with the SDC network or our role.  

 Sabre Systems is managing the initiative, and perhaps they are not familiar with the SDCs. 
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 On the other hand, Sue noted that she had been contacted directly by Linda Jacobson of PRB. 

 Janice mentioned that some of the criticism on the December 6th ACS User Group conference 
call was awkward and unfair to Jim. 

 There was discussion of the fact that the User Group is for data users to share information and 
best practices rather than for feedback to the Bureau on the ACS. 

Alteryx 

 Bob reported that assessment of the new Web-based Alteryx would be held in January 2013. 
Eligible reviewers will include all CICs (57) and all SDC leads and coordinated entities, up to a 
maximum of 400 reviewers. There will be a webinar on January 10, and the demo period will run 
from January 14-31. There will be 12 examples for everyone to work through so that they can 
evaluate whether people are getting the right answers, and the survey will also accommodate 
comments of any kind. 

Updates to Clearinghouse 

 Bob noted that Mary reported having made some recent Clearinghouse updates. [The Strategic 
Plan (dated 11/21/2012) and October 2012 Annual Training Conference Minutes (dated 
11/15/2012)]. 

April Virtual SDC Steering Committee Meeting 

 Janice was asked about plans for the meeting.  She said they are very early in the planning 
stages.  It might be the 2nd week of April, on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons, 
from 1-5 pm EDT, two sessions per day with a break between the sessions. 

 Bob- suggests that if the Steering Committee meets face-to-face only once a year, it should not 
be the day before the national meeting.  It would be preferable to meet sometime between April-
July so that what comes out of the Steering Committee meeting could be shared with the network 
prior to October and have a virtual meeting in October. [Janice replied Thursday morning that she 
asked about this and the request was denied due to the “continuing resolution and the looming 
budget cuts]. 

 Bob’s suggested topics for the virtual meeting:   

Alteryx development 

AFF enhancement 

The Bureau’s priorities / vision of the new director 

Update on the GSS pilot program 

Promoting the SDC and CLMSO within the Bureau (be sure that the Bureau knows that 
the network can be a resource for beta testing and feedback 

Motivating the SDC network 

 Janice asked for clarification and asked for a list of the topics to be sent to her 

Special Tabulations 

 We’d like to be able to use special tabulations – to know what special tabulations exist, and how 
to access them. 
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 Amy requested a list of special tabulations. 

 Janice will provide or publish a list of existing special tabulations.  [She sent the link Wednesday 
morning - http://www.census.gov/foia/foia_library/custom_tabulations.html] 

 Bob suggests that special tabulations could become more popular if they are made more 
available and we promote them via webinars. 

 Suggestion for a webinar on special tabs in general, and specific webinars for some of the more 
prominent ones (e.g. EEO, which we had, CTPP, migration, aging) 

 Sue noted that there are several special tabulations from ACS source as well as from the 
decennial census. 

SDC Memorandum of Agreement. 

 Janice reported that the SDC MOA was signed by Kendall on Monday (Dec. 10th) and Steve Jost 
is now reviewing it. 

FactFinder Enhancement Testing 

 Tom reminds us that testing of AFF enhancements is ongoing but will end on December 21.  Use 
Survey Monkey to provide feedback. 

CIC Liason Report 

 Melanie gave us a report on CIC activities election of new officers. Momi is still chair, Melanie is 
vice-chair, and Sari and Yolanda are co-secretaries. 

 They have several working groups:  Analysis (annual report, metrics), Communications (web, 
social media, contact list), Race data (Hispanic/Latino, mid-east, North Africa, Sub-Saharan 
Africa), and Training (setting goals for increased training). 

 The CIC Action Plan underwent input from their Steering Committee through the end of 
November, and is now being reviewed by CIC membership, but has already been send to Steve 
Jost.  Like the SDC Strategic Plan, it is a living document and can change.  

 The CIC has not yet revised their annual report or MOA, but they are aware of the need to 
coordinate them with the Action Plan. 

 Bob asked if the annual survey would be hosted on USCB servers. Janice replied they will host 
them.  

 Melanie asked about the SDC’s progress on a dynamic report, and Bob told her that Steve Jost 
liked the idea but that it would not be happening for next year’s report.  Melanie reported that the 
CIC uses Survey Pro for report collection. 

 Janice will notify us of developments with the SDC and CIC MOAs. 

 The meeting ended at 2:55 pm EST. 

 


