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 The meeting started at 2:03 EST. CLMSO staff joined at 2:15pm. 

BAS non-response follow-up 

 There was a general discussion about the survey of SDC participation in BAS follow-up.  The 
reason that the Geography Division is unable to send us a list of BAS coordinators is that the list 
is being updated, in part based on the input that we are giving them.  We need to send 
information by the end of this week. 

April Steering Committee Meeting 

 Sue mentioned that Cathy McCully, Chief of the Redistricting Data Office, would like to talk with 
us about redistricting.   Tom said that she is on the April agenda.  

 Later in this meeting Janice said that they are almost finished with a draft of the agenda and will 
be sending it to us soon. 

Discussion with Steve Jost 

 Bob noted that he had received comments from some current and former SDC members that 
there was a general feeling that the SDC network is now not as important as it once was. Those 
persons cited all of the other new outreach tools being deployed by USCB, e.g., their new social 
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media initiatives. The increased use of Web tools for direct data acquisition of census products 
has also changed the traditional role of SDCs for data distribution. 

 Steve Jost joined the meeting to respond to these rumored impressions. He emphasized that the 
SDC program is “the most critical partnership that we have” and “the most important element in 
extending USCB-CLMSO outreach.”   He has directed Kendall to protect the program.  Virtual 
and on line programs are to enhance, not to replace other forms of data dissemination. 

 He noted that the SDCs “are critical to the development of new concepts and tools,” noting in 
particular the role SDCs are now playing in the Alteryx BETA testing program. He did 
acknowledge that some of their social media announcements had circumvented the normal 
release of information through the SDC network and he promised to better coordinate their public 
information initiatives to correct that. The entire federal statistical system is being reevaluated, 
with a possible outcome that the embargo might be eliminated in favor of a single general release 
for products. He explained that embargoed data has been a problem with several federal 
programs whose data and reports influence the financial market sector and that the only way to 
avoid abuse of the system may be to retire it altogether. Tom Mesenbourg, USCB Director, is 
empanelling an interagency task force to explore the issues. Steve also noted a new internal data 
dissemination working group that will address such issues. 

 Sue noted that the embargo system allows SDCs to examine products before the general 
release, giving them time to prepare for both end user and press inquiries. She noted that 
occasionally the SDCs find problems in the embargoed data which gives USCB an opportunity to 
make corrections before a general release. 

 Bob and Charles offered examples of working with reporters during the embargo period, 
preventing them from misinterpreting data. 

 Steve used these comments to underscore the fact that “USCB-CLMSO needs the SDCs now 
more than ever before.”  He said they would like to hear from SDCs “if you guys have stories 
about better metrics” that have resulted from the embargo period.  

 Amy suggested that CLMSO should make more USCB divisions aware of potential roles that the 
SDC network could play within their program areas. 

 Charles said that SDCs would like more training in new technologies and best practices, to which 
Steve replied that the Bureau also learns from the SDCs.  Steve suggested “why don’t we get you 
guys here a day early [at the Fall Training Conference] for an ‘SDC Fair’” where the states could 
feature their activities and applications for each other and for USCB staff. 

ACS Data User Group 

 Barbara Downs of the Data Analysis and User Education Branch and Tim Gilbert of the 
Demographic Surveys Division gave us a report on the new ACS User Group and its Steering 
Committee. She said that there were over 100 applications for the ACS UG Steering Committee; 
nine were selected. [Charles’ note:  Janice sent us a list on Feb. 2nd of the 13 members of the 
Committee.  They included Barbara, Linda Jacobsen from PRB, and two non-voting members 
from PRB and Sabre Systems.  Perhaps these four are in addition to the nine that were selected 
from the applications]. Barbara pointed out that two of the nine are current SDC or CIC members 
– Joy Phillips and Howard Shih. [Charles’ note: The committee also includes former SDC 
Steering Committee member Warren Brown]. 

 They hope that everyone who applied for the Steering Committee will be interested in joining the 
Data User Group. 
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 Later this month they will issue a survey on SurveyMonkey of all interested users to identify the 
initial issues to be addressed by the new ACS UG and SC.  Please share it with anyone who 
uses ACS data. 

 The committee will have their first meeting around the beginning of April.  After that they will 
establish a web site with an online forum and hold a webinar.  PRB will be hosting the web site. 

 Later this year there will be a first annual ACS data users conference. 

Webinars 

 Tom asked for clarification on our request for a technical webinar or presentation on ‘advanced 
statistical literacy’ especially with respect to the ACS continuous measurement. 

 Bob acknowledged that this was indeed the requested focus. 

CIC liason report 

 Melanie provided us with a report of recent CIC activities, noting that they had completed a draft 
orientation booklet for new members (now in CLMSO review, a new draft Action Plan (now in 
review by OMB), and that their working groups are establishing “statements of purposes and 
outlines of projected activities.”  

 There was some discussion between Melanie and Janice and Barbara about which week in April 
the CIC virtual conference would be held and whether there would be topics that would overlap 
between CICs and SDCs.  The conclusion was that it will be a different week than the SDC virtual 
conference, but that CICs could join the SDC conference if they wanted to hear a particular 
session.  

Information from CLMSO 

 Bob commented on the BAS respondents survey coming to him from the SC members, saying 
that it appears half of the states plan to participate in BAS follow-up. SC members should get 
their survey results to Bob by the end of this week: 2/15/2012 

 Barbara Lafleur reminded us that the initial Alteryx survey is also due by the end of this week.   

 Allen asked about the annual SDC survey.  Barbara Lafleur responded saying the new one is not 
ready yet but that it will be exactly the same as last year’s survey except for the new dates. 
Therefore, she advised that SDCs could begin collecting responses if they wanted to get an early 
start. 

 CLMSO is still waiting to hear back from Commerce about the status of both the MOA and the 
Annual Report.  They have been asking, and they will let us know when they learn anything about 
the status. 

 The meeting ended at 3:03 PM EST 


