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 The meeting started at 1:45 EST. CLMSO staff joined at 2:15pm. 

General discussion 

 Bob brought up concerns from an SDC lead who is a former Steering Committee member 
regarding the current relevance and viability of the network.  The lead who raised the 
concerns pointed out that the back of the Auditorium used to be full of Census Bureau 
staff at SDC annual meetings, because they wanted to find out what was going on with 
the network and within the Bureau itself, and the crowd was much thinner at the recent 
meeting.  Bob added that some Regional Office staff had commented that they learned a 
lot about what was going on at the Bureau from attending the annual meeting. 

 We discussed this as being partly due to turnover within the network and among CLMSO 
staff.  Also, budget cuts within the Bureau and across the states mean that individual staff 
members at the Bureau and in state agencies each have more responsibilities than they 
once did. 

 Terry noted that it might be due to the evolving nature of data dissemination at USCB 
and the SDCs, both being more reliant on direct discovery and download of data from 
USCB Web tools, etc. 
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 Dan- We should document better the indispensible various partnerships that give the SDC 
network value to the USCB; we should collect examples we can use on SDC 
clearinghouse website. 

 Mary- Noted that we had been collecting such information and using it. 

Agenda Item:  Welcome packet 

 CLMSO is creating a “welcome packet” for new members of the SDC network.  The 
packet will serve as an orientation resource outside the Bureau, but it will also be shared 
inside the Bureau to highlight the SDC program. 

 Bob suggests an introductory paragraph from upper management in the welcome packet, 
similar to what was in the 2010 version of the Annual Report. 

Agenda Item:  Potential virtual mid-year meeting 

 Bob- Tom suggested the SDCs touch base between the annual meetings through a virtual 
conference.  This would be a mandatory participation meeting, and would provide 
everyone with the opportunity to voice concerns and share feedback.   

 Mary- Noted that we must consider our Island SDC/CIC members when scheduling 
teleconferences, etc. so that the hours scheduled are reasonable for them to participate. 

Agenda Item:  census.gov/sdc website update 

 Bob- CLMSO plans to update/renovate the SDC website to show the various Census 
programs that the SDCs support – LUCA, BPS, BAS, GSS, etc. 

 Tom noted that the update to the SDC website will refocus on the new strategic plan. 
Now the site contains resources for the SDC network but we want to add more 
information promoting the SDC program to the public and within the USCB.  He 
envisions a page that would include alternating paragraphs from each SDC with examples 
of how we are serving the public.  We can solicit these from the network after CLMSO 
develops a prototype and template.   

 Bob- Asked it the template would be for our client base or just for the state SDC 
members.  Tom replied that the template should be used for our client base and the 
network, i.e., for all. 

 The census.gov site is being completely redesigned.  Bob asked if there was a BETA 
census.gov we could see.  Tom replied there was no BETA site but we should now focus 
on collecting new content and revising older content instead of being concerned about the 
overall web design. 

Agenda item:  Communication issues 

 Sue- Noted recent confusing webinar notification from CLMSO on ALTERYX. USCB 
can still be inconsistent in labeling the source and recipients of messages. Amy and Terry 
noted that this can be an issue when leads don’t pass on such messages to their 
coordinating entities. 
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Information items 

 Barbara- Announced that she has been revising the SDC guidelines based on changes 
reflected in the latest MOU, etc. 

 Janice- New EEO will be released later this week on the FTP site. 

Agenda Item:  Potential meeting with Jost and Potok 

 Part of the April virtual SDC meeting could be a session with Jost and Potok.  We would 
like list of questions beforehand from the SDCs. 

 Dan- Suggested we should also find out what questions Jost has for SDCs? 

 Bob- In particular, for example, we would like to know if CLMSO will proceed with 
development of an annual report web tool, per our discussion at October 2012 SC 
meeting with JOST? 

 Tom- We are waiting for completion of all MOAs and the compiled annual report before 
proceeding with Annual reports automation development. 

 Barb- Will be following up on this as soon as the usual annual report is completed. 

Agenda Item:  Alteryx webinar 

 Terri- Currently there has been a low response to joining the ALTERYX test. Sam had 
allotted 400 beta test spots for the SDC and CIC networks.  As of this week only 18 
people had registered. 

 Mary- Should we research why participation is so low? 

 Barbara- Maybe we didn’t emphasize how important this is. 

 Sue- Noted that she has received only one email regarding this test. 

 Bob- Suggested that we send an Email reminder to our tree states announcing the 
extended deadline of January 9, 10am EST. Bob agreed to send the new invitation out on 
the SDC listserve as well. 

Agenda Item:  Virtual Steering Committee meeting 

 When is virtual SC meeting? Who can join? Leads, Multiple lines for each state? No, just 
the Steering Committee.  A network-wide mid-year meeting is a different concept. 

 Dan- Noted that the planned April virtual meeting overlaps with other national 
conferences; It was decided that we will move the Spring Meeting to April 15, 16, 17, 
beginning at 1:00 pm EST each day. 

 Bob- We still need agenda items for the April virtual steering committee meeting.  He 
encouraged us to please send along any ideas or suggestions as we think of them. 

 Will we have a business meeting?  Yes. 

 Janice- Are we interested in an update from Economic Census? Consensus response was 
yes. 
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 Charles- Expressed interest in the new American Housing Survey. Again the consensus 
was yes we are interested in that too.  Tomwill ask American Housing Survey staff to 
join us. 

 Dan- Updates on certain special tabulations, esp. migration, would be useful 

 Mary- Requested that the USA Spending Report be included. 

Agenda Item:  Report from CIC liason 

 Melanie (CIC)- Reported that their Action Plan has been submitted to Steve Jost, but that 
the committee has been reassured that.it is a living document. Their MOA is being 
revised to be consistent with Action Plan and their annual report. 

 The CIC Analysis working group has provided CLMSO with analysis of their Annual 
Report. 

 The CIC Website working group is on hold due to census.gov update. 

 The CIC Training working group suggests that training be offered at different levels of 
expertise. 

 The CIC Race working group is concerned with sub-Saharan, continental African, 
Carribean, and African-American identification 

 Janice- Noted the CIC Action Plan has been signed by JOST. 

Information Item:  ACS User Group 

 Janice- Reported that the status of SC with respect to the ACS user group is unknown.  
They should have a list of members by next week.  Kim Higginbotham is joining 
CLMSO and will work on this. 

Information Item:  SDC MOA 

 Barb reported that the MOA has been approved by everyone at the Bureau including Jost, 
and it is on its way to the Commerce Dept. 

The meeting ended at 3:00 pm EST. 

 


