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 The Webex (video) / teleconference (voice) meeting started at 2:00 EST. CLMSO staff were 
already online. 

BAS non-response follow-up 

 Bob asked if SDC SC members were engaged in BAS follow-up. Most present acknowledged that 
they were. 

Information from CLMSO (Janice) - April Steering Committee Meeting, etc.  

 Janice asked if the April Virtual Meeting Agenda was now set since she had not received 
additional feedback regarding it. Bob acknowledged that it was.  

 The PopQuiz deadline was the day after the conference call (March 13).  At the time of the call, 
they had received 8 responses from SDCs. 

 CLMSO noted that they had been receiving data requests and other assistance, primarily from 
students, via their DUB contact points rather than through the call center contacts. They 
requested that the SC help direct such requests through the intended channels. 

 There was discussion on news releases being sent by PIO; do we want DUB to continue to send 
them also? Several, including Amy, Bob and Sue noted problems with a centralized PIO news 
release, i.e., the ability to readily identify sources and target audiences in many messages.  The 
Steering Committee will discuss this further and give our input to CLMSO. 



Conference Call Minutes 
March 12, 2013  
Page 2 of 4 
 

 The county and MSA estimates embargo began this morning.  There was an announcement sent 
to FSCPE members this morning, but other SDC SC members with embargo status only had an 
initial announcement sent on March 4.  It would be nice to get a reminder closer to the embargo 
release. 

 Toni Hall has been getting state descriptions from GOVS on a flow basis and has been sending 
them to SDCs for comments.  She has sent 12; there have been 2 returned so far. 

 Janice mentioned that there is a special tabulation on disability employment being released this 
week [note:  it now appears as a dataset in AFF - DOL Disability Employment 2008-2010 (3-year 
ACS data)]. 

CIC liason report 

 Melanie provided us with an update report of recent CIC activities, noting that their Annual 
Report, MOA, and draft orientation booklet for new members have all been sent to CLMSO and 
are awaiting approval.  Toni  added that the Annual Report is still under review at the Commerce 
Department and that the Bureau has reviewed the MOA but has not sent it yet. 

 Two of their working groups have submitted “statements of purposes and outlines of projected 
activities” and the others are still working on them. 

Discussion with Stephen Buckner 

 Stephen Buckner joined the meeting for the first time as the new Associate Director of 
Communications. Much as his predecessor Steve Jost had done the month before, he 
emphasized that the SDCs play a critical role in extending the USCB-CLMSO outreach.    

 Steve Jost is now in the Director’s Office as Chief Strategist for Data Dissemination.  Stan Rolark 
will be moving to Division Chief of the Center for New Media and Promotions [Stephen’s old job], 
and Seth Amgott will be Acting Chief of PIO [Stan had been Chief]. 

 The SDC network is “a big part of moving forward.”  He cited the unique value of SDCs in special 
initiatives such as our role SDCs the state-focused PopQuiz now being assembled. He 
recognized the need for some of their media announcements to be better coordinated with the 
SDCs, especially when a state is featured or prominently mentioned in a published survey or 
study. 

 Stephen noted that all federal embargo data practices will likely be reformed toward a general 
release schedule, adding that Steve Jost, in his new position, will focus on such dissemination 
issues. 

 He mentioned the possibility of using the SDCs as a “Speakers Bureau.” 

 Stephen said they would like to hear from SDCs about applications that would feature the varied 
uses of census applications and data products. Such information will be rolled into the new 
customer-centric focus of the new Census Bureau web site, where content will be organized 
topically instead of the traditional approach by operating unit.  This also applies calendars, which 
would be topical rather than having everything listed in one calendar.  

 Bob said that SDCs are heavily engaged in the education of new users, particularly teaching the 
aspects hierarchical structure of census geography. 
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 Bob asked about the search for a new Director.  Stephen replied that because of the Vacancy Act 
limiting the number of days that an administrator can be “Acting,” Tom’s title had to change from 
“Acting Director” to “Senior Advisor Performing the Duties of Director.” 

 Stephen mentioned an opportunity for the SDCs to participate in the upcoming ‘National Day of 
Civic Hacking’ or ‘Hackathon’ event, scheduled for June 1 and 2, 2013. He promised to provide 
us with additional information on this White House initiative. [See 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/01/22/roll-your-sleeves-get-involved-and-get-civic-hacking]. 
There will be a focus on using public data for job creation and economic development as well as 
for emergency preparedness. 

ACS Data User Group 

 Tasha Boone gave us a report on the new ACS User Group and its Steering Committee. She said 
that there were over 100 applications for the ACS UG Steering Committee; they are developing 
end-user engagement plans. 

 The initial focus for the upcoming ACS UG Steering Committee meeting in early April will be on 1) 
establishing an online forum, and 2) organizing a Data Users meeting, likely in Spring 2014. 

 There were over 800 responses to the ACS UG survey; over 600 said they would like to attend a 
conference. 

 ACSO is working with CLMSO on a plan to collaborate with SDCs, and to address our issues and 
concerns.  They will try to have this ready in time for the April SDC SC meeting.  

Webinars 

 Barbara Lafleur gave us a preview of the Census 2010 Data Engine (Alteryx) DVD set product 
presentation that she will deliver an the upcoming Webinar.  She has included many slides to 
help new users better understand census geography. 

Communications 

 It was noted by several SC members that one particularly aggressive software vendor had been 
using the SDC Web site contact list for marketing purposes during the last year. The software in 
question is focused on delivering time series (monthly and quarterly) data, via a linking service 
between certain federal data sources to third-party Web sites, e.g., state clearinghouses. 
Although its available functions are attractive, it is expensive beyond the budgets of most SDCs, 
and it is limited in that it does not provide functionality to help display and/or disseminate regular 
census survey data, i.e., annual products such summary files, estimates, etc. 

Information from CLMSO (Kendall) 

 As with the CIC documents, CLMSO is still waiting to hear back from Commerce about the status 
of both the SDC MOA and the Annual Report.  

 During our February meeting Steve Jost had directed Kendall to ‘protect the SDC program’. 
Kendall reported to us at this meeting that no cuts to the SDC program were scheduled as a 
result of the recently enacted sequestration process or other budget adjustments at USCB.  They 
are trying to avoid furloughs or layoffs, and are focusing on cuts to supporting vendor contracts 
and what they call “other objects” including travel and training.  They evaluated everything, but 
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provided justification for the Annual SDC Meeting.  She observed that they will not know the full 
impact of sequestration until the current continuing budget resolution expires March 27. 

 The SC was surveyed as to how well the Webex worked for this March meeting; everyone 
acknowledged that it was functional. So we completed the necessary testing and are ready for 
April virtual conference. 

 The meeting ended at 3:12 PM EST 


