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The meeting started at 2:02 PM EDT 

Upcoming Census Bureau Dissemination Policy 

• Steve Jost called Bob to let him know that they had a focus group and are rolling out a new 
dissemination policy next week, they want hard-hitting quotes from partners.  They would like a 
quote from the SDC network (not attributed to anyone specific) demonstrating the SDCs’ ongoing 
frustration that we are always ready to contribute, but that we never hear how our input is use, or 
the Bureau makes no changes based on our input. 

• Mary/Amy: what SDCs served on the focus group?  What was their experience?   

• Bob thinks that Cliff and Allen participated.  Cliff confirmed that he did.  Melanie also did. 

• Bob will draft something and send to the committee for review. 

Nominations for Steering Committee 

• Dan says there are currently two nominees for three positions.  The deadline is July 31. 
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Geographic Issues 

• Amy:  Going into the next FY, what will be the role of regional office geographers? What kind of 
support can the SDCs still get from them, e.g. local partnerships, GSS? 

• Greg:  All regional geographers (roughly 25 nationwide) will remain on staff and in their region.  
But they will be reporting to Geography, rather than to their regions.  They can’t do all the things 
that they used to do, but partnerships are at the top of the list of things that they are supposed to 
be doing.  SDCs should not see any change, and I want to hear about it if there is a change.  It is 
a bureaucratic change on the operational side, but ¼ to ½ of their time will be partnerships and 
GSS support.  I am hoping that the change will be transparent.  [In response to Amy’s Q:  can we 
still call our regional geographers directly?), yes, no need to go through headquarters. 

• Greg, [in reply to Bob’s Q: what is the message about BAS cancellation] we have draft language 
about the 2014 BAS cancellation, but information can’t go out until the budget is final and 
communication is approved.  It is a big deal to mothball BAS and bring it back a year later.  There 
needs to be a general readiness for BAS in 2015.  We can say that based on the President’s 
FY14 proposed budget, the Bureau is proposing to cancel the 2014 BAS.  This is public, because 
it is written in the proposed budget. 

• Mary asked about the ability of regional geographers to participate in training events, specifically 
an event being planned for November.  Greg:  I’d like to think that we still will be able to 
participate.  If the atmosphere gets even more austere, we may have to put together a package 
for virtual participation.   

Oklahoma SDC Status 

• Janice:  Kendall and CLMSO are working on a letter to send to the Governor of OK, but they may 
make a phone call instead. 

• Melanie:  The OK Governor and legislature were under the impression that the SDC simply 
repackaged material provided by the Census Bureau.  The people who made the decision don’t 
realize the impact that the cut will have. 

• Amy was wondering if anyone is taking over the estimates.  Tom says they have spoken with the 
POP division about it, and they are unsure. 

• Barb:  OK SDC also contributed to LUCA and PUMA delineation. 

• Charles:  Every SDC should have its own set of stakeholders within their state who are able to 
show their support. 

• Amy:  Are their statutes in OK that require estimates or data from the SDCs? 

• Bob:  Sue’s example is a good alternative, i.e., cost recovery center at a university. 

• Janice:  This has been a good discussion.  We will assemble talking points for our discussion with 
OK. 
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CIC Update 

• We welcomed Bruce Wade from Spelman College to the committee, replacing Samer Araabi, 
who left the country.  Bruce does a lot of work on health disparity issues. 

• There is a review of the CIC organization list underway.  There are about 10 of the 50 that are 
inactive and may not want to continue to participate. 

• Regarding the CIC MOA, Janice says that Commerce came back with one change that needs to 
be reviewed. 

• We are planning for the October meeting. 

• The CIC welcome packet is final. 

• A new PPT for CIC orientation was put together by Toni and reviewed by the committee. 

• They like the idea of on line voting for committee members and hope to implement it this year. 

Other 

• Bob let CLMSO know about his conversation with Steve Jost and assured that they would be cc’d 
on our draft response. 

• Janice says that they still don’t have a decision on the October meeting, but five options for the 
conference are being sent to Nancy Potok today and they hope to hear something within a few 
days. 

• CLMSO has received 5 annual reports (AZ, KY, ME, OH, PA).  The deadline is August 2nd.   

• CLMSO has received 30 MOAs.  The deadline is July 26th. 

• There are 23 states that have submitted the state definitions for the GOV division.  The deadline 
is July 17th.  However, 7 (including OR) still have not been sent out and they realize that those 7 
will need more time.  Toni will highlight the three areas where they need the most help so that 
those that are going out late can turn them around quickly. 

The meeting ended at 3:16 PM EDT. 


