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• The meeting started at 2:00 PM EST 

ACS communication goals (meeting with Sonja Steptoe postponed) 

• We were scheduled for a discussion with Sonja Steptoe, the new Associate Director of 
Communications with USCB, see 
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/directors_corner/cb13-102.html but she had 
to postpone. Seth Amgott provided us with an overview of communication goals. 

• Janice wanted to initially focus on the data being provided by the Steering Committee and SDC 
for the application lists of the American Community Survey. 

• Seth said he was unfamiliar with these lists but would study them. 

• He said that they are developing a “systematized response plan for media requests” relating to 
USCB operations and products.  

• Department of Commerce has asked for a “fresh list” of ACS uses. 

• Bob pointed out that ‘fresh’ lists compiled by the SC and Mary are on the SDC Clearinghouse 
website. He asked for feedback from USCB on questions like,  

o What will make these lists more useful? 

o What other specifics do you need? 

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/directors_corner/cb13-102.html
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• Janice noted that she had already shared these lists with Tasha Boone. 

• Seth said they were currently planning the ACS 1, 3, and 5-Year releases for 2013 and would 
include strategies to better support SDC dissemination and support activities. 

• He mentioned their upcoming ‘Changing State of Small Town America’ product that should 
capture the interest of smaller communities. He also promised to brief Tom and Janice on other 
forthcoming product releases so as to better integrate with SDC support initiatives. 

ACS Engagement Plan 

• Bob: Now that the SC has signed off on the ACS Engagement Plan, what is next? 

• Janice: The Action Plans will be next; ACSO will need to identify where the SDCs could be helpful 
at upcoming conferences, etc. 

• Mary asked Janice about the new Data Dissemination initiative; there are so many related focus 
groups that we need to better coordinate to be sure that we cover all the various needs. 

• Bob asked for a synopsis of the overall goals. (Allen and Cliff later shared some of these with the 
SC). 

• Tom said these focus groups were so new and that they had not necessarily involved CLMSO 
initially. 

 

SDC Steering Committee Elections 

• Dan confirmed that he earlier volunteered to manage the next election. 

• Dan said nominations period will be during July and elections during August. 

• Bob noted that he, Cliff and Allen will be running for re-election. 

• Dan noted that for the sake of equity only SDC leads will vote. 

• Bob sent to us via email during the meeting his official elections list and schedule. 

• Barb said their official contact list is currently being updated; Janice asked Terri about this and 
she confirmed she is collecting updates. 

MOA / Annual Reports 

• Bob asked about the MOA response rate; Janice replied that 20 MOAs have been returned by 
states. 

• Barb said no annual reports had been received yet and reminded us that the deadline for MOAs 
is July 26, and for August 22 for the Annual Reports. 
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Oklahoma SDC Dissolution / SDC Network  Support 

• Sue reported that the state of Oklahoma has legislatively dissolved its SDC program requirement. 

• Barb confirmed this and quoted from the OK HB 1455. 

• Janice said that she would like to hear directly from OK that this is their intent and to be sure that 
it was not just being relocated into a different state agency. 

• Tom asked, do we need more proactive in recruiting and maintaining SDC affiliates? Bob noted 
that in NC training and site visits to affiliates was once an integral part of their SDC program 
support but that this has been curtailed with budget cuts and an increasing reliance on Internet 
communications. 

• Tom would like to see supporting documentation on supporting activities in order to prepare a 
once page flyer or brochure providing a description, history and value of the network program. 

• Barb recalled a similar glossy publication from about five years ago, entitled something like ‘How 
to get data locally’. This brochure had a listing of leads, program descriptions and contact 
information. 

Annual Meeting 

• No decisive news from Census Bureau regarding face-to-face vs virtual format. 

• Meeting will be same week regardless of format. 

• Bob will send out letters on this topic today to SDCs, including the letter from the Steering 
Committee to Acting Director Tom Mesenbourg and his reply.  

• Bob: We will begin to collect agenda items. He noted, for example, that the NC interagency GIS 
coordinating committee is already discussing plans for Census 2020, e.g., BAS, GSSI, LUCA, 
etc. 

CIC Update 

• Yolanda said they were asked to survey and let Tasha Boone know about the products they have 
been disseminating. They’ve only had one response to date. 

• CIC working groups still meeting and have not reported. 

Other Items 

• Terry noted two unexplored topics from the prior meeting: the Gustafson Award and SDC 
Steering Committee elections (covered above). Bob noted that with a virtual conference then the 
award presentation would necessarily take place in that format as well. 

• Tom said that press releases to SDCs and CICs are now going out via PIO 

• Webinar and other training notices are being sent by CLMSO to leads but response rate is low so 
they will begin to send out to full list of leads, coordinates and affiliates. This engendered some 
discussion about continued confusion over training announcements. 
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• Toni: letters being sent to states regarding the request from GOVS for state descriptions. Charles 
noted that he had not received one yet.  Toni confirmed that Idaho, Georgia and a few others 
have yet to be sent. Tom requested that Terry be copied on this as well as Georgia SDC lead 
Alice Zimmerman. 

• Bob said he would organize another time this week for a teleconference with Sonja Steptoe (This 
is now scheduled for Thursday June 13 at 10:30 EST.) 

 

 

• The meeting ended at 3:20 PM EST 

 


