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I am a Demographer / Analyst with the Florida Legislature, Office of Economic and 
Demographic Research (EDR); a coordinating agency for the Florida Census Data Center. I 
have spent over 35 years working with, training, and promoting Census data and 
information. I have previously been honored to serve on the steering committee and would 
like the opportunity to again represent your interests and needs in order to ensure that the 
program is vital and successful for everyone. 
 
1) What do you think the primary role of the Steering Committee is or should be? 
 
I think that the Steering Committee‘s primary role is to represent the network, foster 
current relationships with the Census Bureau, and investigate new opportunities for joint 
collaboration while protecting and promoting the availability of timely, accurate, and 
detailed Census data. The Steering Committee also serves as a conduit to encourage 
training opportunities for the network. In addition, it is the Steering Committee’s role to 
ensure that the Census Bureau values the network and the program. 
 
The Steering Committee also encourages communication within the network, not just 
between the Census Bureau and the network. As a cohesive group, the network can be 
more effective than any one state alone.  
 
The Steering Committee’s role is also to keep the states informed regarding upcoming 
issues, products, and developments within the Census Bureau. Equally important, the 
Committee ensures that the Census Bureau is aware of and responsive to the concerns and 
needs of the state partners. The Committee facilitates and bridges communication between 
the network and the Bureau; secures opportunities for testing and review of data and 
systems; promotes the network; ensures that training is available; and works to guarantee 
that the program is a benefit to both the network and the Bureau. 
 
2) What would your primary goal(s) be as a member? 
 
As a steering committee member, I would work to ensure that the State Data Center 
program is valued at the Census Bureau and that the network receives value from the 
program. The program is a two-way street and the State Data Center Program should be 
considered a part of the backbone and infrastructure of the Census Bureau. In order to 
meet our goals and objectives and to be an asset to the Bureau, the network needs to have 
early access to training, information, data and other resources. 
 
As a steering Committee member, I would continue to pursue the availability and access to 
data and resources for the network. In addition, I would work towards strengthening 
partnership opportunities within the Census Bureau and work towards making the Program 
an integral part of the Bureau. I would also continue to encourage education and outreach 
for the network and the public for Census data and delivery products.  
 
As a Steering Committee member, I would also work to ensure that the network is 
knowledgeable of the ongoing planning and testing efforts for the ACS and Decennial 
Census. The network should be thought of as an extension of the Bureau. Even though it is 
mid-decade, the Census Bureau is planning for the 2020 Census, and the Steering 
Committee needs to ensure that the network is knowledgeable on the direction that the 
Bureau is heading.  
 
I would also work to ensure that the network has access to strong tools, knowledge, and 
resources. The network's role is important to the Census Bureau, and as a Steering 
Committee member, I would work toward ensuring that this relationship is preserved and 
enhanced for the future. 
 
 



 
3) What is your vision for the SDC network for 2017 and beyond? 
 
My vision for the network for 2017 and beyond is to be the Census Bureau’s premier 
partner. The network should be totally integrated, utilizing all current digital and 
technological advances to communicate, deliver, train, and provide value to Census Bureau 
data. 
 
4) What do you think the SDC network can do to add value to Census data? 
 
The SDC network can add value to Census data by creating integrated products and 
services; training users and the public; being a voice for the Census Bureau in our state and 
local areas; testing and evaluating Census products and services; and ensuring that Census 
data are interpreted, analyzed, and presented correctly. All of these activities require an 
engaged and organized network that is recognized by the Census Bureau as its premier 
partner. 
 
As the voice for the Census Bureau, the SDC network can add value by providing essential 
feedback to the Bureau regarding products and services. This feedback needs to be 
provided in a more formal and consistent manner in order to add value. Census Bureau 
statistics are designed to serve data needs at the federal, state, and local level, and the 
SDC is the perfect conduit to make local voices heard and to ensure that the Census Bureau 
focuses on data products that have value at all levels of geography and for all users.  
 
In addition, the network can add the most value to Census data only if the program is 
supported, recognized, and valued by the Census Bureau. Working to achieve this goal and 
to ensure the longevity of the program should be a primary directive for the steering 
committee. 


